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5). 

Die letzten Tage der Menschheit is not so much a political comment as 
a representation of the societal developments Kraus identifies to have led to 
“dem größten Verbrechen, das je unter der Sonne, unter den Sternen war” 
(Kraus 5, 681). The deterioration of language, against which he fought so 


231 By the NÖRGLER (Kraus 5, 303; 495; 673), by medical personal (538), by 
war correspondents (632) and most often by officers (542; 683; 688; 744). 
The frequency of its use increases towards the end of the play which is set in 
the later years of the war. It appears three times in the last scene of act five 
and the epilogue. 

When referring to this and other scenes portraying atrocities, Wolfgang Beu- 
tin interprets them as the representation of war crimes in the play and as an 
attack on the Austrian soldiers (see Beutin, 170). He forgets, however, to 
separate between the giving and the executing of an order. This separation is 
not necessary to excuse soldiers who simply obey orders, but it opens up a 
whole other perspective regarding the inhumane treatment of millions of 
men and the deconstruction of narratives like that of the Heldentod. 
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fiercely throughout his entire life, is represented as the seminal reason for a 
deterioration of culture, morality and humanity, which allowed a pathologic 
ideology to dominate society and elevate “Verdienen und Fressen” to the 
“höchsten Güter der Nation” (211). Kraus attributed responsibility for this 
development to a press which had managed long before the war to establish 
itself as the deliverer not only of reports but of perception, thus preparing 
its readers to adopt their stories unquestioningly. 

In a way, Kraus portrays the war almost as a logical consequence of the 
developments he identified in the Fackel. The desire for prestige and profit 
that he saw defining the mindset of the societies of the Central Powers har- 
nessed the war as a means to pursue their expansionist and annexationist 
goals. The narrative of the Verteidigungskrieg, that of an attack on the su- 
perior German culture in need of salvation from a corrupt western civilisa- 
tion, and the narrative of a united Germany fighting side by side for the 
cause, are all exposed as lies with which the real, economic reasons for the 
war are disguised.” These lies, instigated by those who benefit from the 
war in some way, distributed by the press and accepted by an “aus- 
gehölte[m] Menschentum” (210) are what Kraus ultimately understood as 
the reasons for leading humanity to set up its own downfall. 

Through the comments of the NORGLER, Kraus exposes whom he iden- 
tifies as the actors of mankind’s downfall and the mechanisms that led to it. 
He uses the characters’ comments to structure the play by providing a 
frame of reference for its topics and motifs. By having the NORGLER make 
references to characters, keywords, settings or situations that appear 
throughout the play, Kraus uses his moral authority to confront the other 
characters. This allows him to use characters like the WAHNSCHAFFES to 
ultimately unmask the pathological structure they represent by exposing 
their failure to live up to the ideal the NORGLER sets for a cultured and hu- 
manitarian society. 

Die letzten Tage der Menschheit de-legitimises the way the plays of the 
discourse of legitimisation processed propaganda as literature, aiming to 
represent a reality that Kraus observes to be in contradiction with the prop- 
aganda narratives that had been positioned to create the image of the peo- 
ples’ patriotic response to a deceitful attack. The play thus becomes part of 
a discourse of de-legitimisation for whose literary form it can stand as rep- 
resentative because of its comprehensive and sharp analysis of the Central 
Powers’ war-societies. 


233 See also Szczęśniak, 164. 
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2 Continuity as means of de-legitimisation in Heimkehrer plays 


Since Homer created its archetype in Odysseus, Heimkehrerfiguren have 
appeared in dramatic literature in a variety of forms. The Homeric motif of 
the temptation of the lover who is waiting for the protagonist’s return, for 
example, remains in various ways part of WWI literature as Brecht’s 
Trommeln in der Nacht or the 1932 play Kasper kummt na Hus by Paul 
Schurek (1890-1962) suggest, and reappears after WWII in plays like 
Wolfgang Borchert’s Draußen vor der Tür.”* In Germany, the Heim- 
kehrerdrama can, at least since the 20" century, be regarded as an estab- 
lished subgenre of dramatic literature, but the term is not as unproblematic 
at this might make it seem. 

The motif of the Heimkehrer starts to appear in WWI plays from 
around 1916 onwards. In the plays of the discourse of legitimisation, Heim- 
kehrerfiguren are at first used as eye-witnesses to the victories of the Ger- 
man army and to predict an imminent defeat of the enemies, like KARL und 
ERNST SCHRODER in Schare’s Deutsche Helden. While they are still rather 
rare in very early plays, the motif of the returning soldier is used regularly 
in plays of the second phase as a means of motivating the other characters 
to hold out against the challenges of the war. These Heimkehrerfiguren in- 
troduce the bravery and sacrifices of frontline soldiers into the plays with- 
out having to either euphemise or show the reality of trench warfare. Their 
dedication and bravery serve as motivation for all other characters and as a 
strategy to counter war-weariness. In these plays, however, the Heim- 
kehrerfiguren are not yet protagonists but supporting characters, such as 
RUDOLF in Seiffert’s Dennoch durch! 

These Heimkehrerfiguren are used for a significantly different pur- 
pose than those in texts published after the war and encounter an entirely 
different scenario upon their often only temporary return to the Heimat.” 


24 The Odyssean motif is common in WWI plays and often constitutes the pri- 
mary focus of the play, while WWI remains a secondary focus and could be 
replaced by any other war. Josef Eisenburger’s (1864-1929) Heimgekehrt 
from 1919, which is subtitled Zin Bauernstück aus dem Weltkriege mit Ge- 
sang und Tanz is one example for this type of play. Such pieces are more 
precisely described as Heimkehrerstiicke in an odyssean tradition rather than 
as WWI plays. 

Sarah Mohi-von Känel emphasises the difference between Heimkehrer and 
Riickkehrer. The former is, in her model, the successful version of the latter, 
with ‘successful’ describing the reintegration into a sphere in which the 
Heimkehrer actually finds a home, as compared to the mere return to the 
place the soldiers left behind (see Mohi-von Känel, 46-48). The term Heim- 
kehrer, however, is established in German literature for both types and will 


235 


198 


© Copyright Erich Schmidt Verlag GmbH & Co. KG, Berlin 2021. Open Access. Creative Commons-Lizenz 4.0 (BY-NC-ND). 


Continuity as means of de-legitimisation in ‘Heimkehrer’ plays 


Furthermore, the magnitude of WWI and the totality of its effects on the 
lives of the people meant that almost all plays with a contemporary setting 
written after the war contained characters who had fought in the war. 
However, their experiences during the war are often just used as a back- 
ground without further influence on the plot. For these plays, the appear- 
ance of a Heimkehrerfigur does not justify classifying them as 
Heimkehrerdramen. 

After the end of the war this began to change, with Heimkehrerfiguren 
becoming more important within the character constellation of plays and 
their purpose growing more diverse. Because of these very different char- 
acteristics, the term Heimkehrerdramen must at least briefly be defined as 
plays in which a former soldier, his journey home or his situation upon and 
following his return constitutes the plot of the drama.”*° Heimkehrerstücke 


therefore be used for both types of returnee, regardless of whether they are 
successful, like KURT BALDNER in Vogel’s play, or fail, like HINKEMANN in 
Toller’s Der deutsche Hinkemann. A specific form of the Heimkehrerfigur is 
the invalid. Helmut Bernsmeier analyses this particular character and identi- 
fies its appearance across all literary genres. He argues that the characters 
can either be used to praise the courage of those who gave their health for the 
fatherland, in order to emphasise the greatness of the nation and its people, 
or to condemn the war that created so much suffering (see Bernsmeier, 23 1— 
233). In dramatic literature, the latter use is far more common. As discussed 
previously, the actual appearance of invalids is very rare in plays of the dis- 
course of legitimisation and characters like FRIEDRICH in Joerger’s and 
RUDOLF in Braune’s plays are the exception. The discourse of de- 
legitimisation however uses them frequently. They appear for example in 
Die letzten Tage der Menschheit, in Toller’s Die Wandlung and Der 
deutsche Hinkemann. Hans Chlumberg (1879-1930) lets fallen soldiers rise 
from the dead in his 1931 play Wunder um Verdun, in order to expose the 
brutality of the war. Unfortunately, Chlumberg did not see the premier of his 
play; he suffered a fall into the orchestra pit at the rehearsal of the play’s 
premier in the Leipziger Schauspielhaus and died after having spent a few 
days in a coma (see Heißler, 170). Furthermore, Ralf Georg Czapla points 
out that artists like Otto Dix and George Grosz (the latter illustrated transla- 
tions of Toller’s Der deutsche Hinkemann) participated in the same dis- 
course at the same time albeit within their respective media (see Czapla, 350). 
Their use in the call for a rebirth of the nation that would provide a context 
of meaning for the suffering and was thereby instrumentalised for different 
political agendas has already been analysed. Leonhard Heubner, who in 1936 
analysed the German Heimkehrerdrama, further demonstrates their purpose 
in National Socialist plays, where he detects two categories of Heimkehrer. 
Such plays are inhabited by heroes who “erst durch besonderen Anlaß [...] 
zum sozialistischen und nationalen Einsatz aufgerufen werden; und in solche: 
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satisfy this definition are, because of the central role of the Heim- 


kehrerfigur, often Stationendramen. This form allows for a focus on the 
protagonist, the representation of his journey and his inner development 


and 


is therefore very suitable for Heimkehrerdramen.??" 


WWI Heimkehrerstücke generally contain many aspects appearing in 


other genres of plays written during and after the war. Depending on the 
intention of the author, the plays are set during the revolution of 1918/19, 
such as Lion Feuchtwanger’s Thomas Wendt? (1920), during the fight 
against the occupation of the Ruhr in 1923, such as Hans Johst’s (1890- 
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die vom Beginn ihrer Rückkehr in die Heimat an wachen Herzens und Auges 
für die Verwirklichung ihrer im Stahlbad des Weltkrieges geborenen Welt- 
anschauung leben und kämpfen” (see Heubner, 291). Heubner, however, 
simply denies a right of existence to any plays that do not try “die persönli- 
che Schicksalsverbundenheit seiner Helden in die des Volkes einzubetten” 
(290) and thereby limits his analysis to Heimkehrerfiguren used to promote 
the National Socialist Volksgemeinschaft. Arnolt Bronnen’s (1895-1959) 
Katalaunische Schlacht (1924) is an example of plays that engage with the 
trauma that an individual’s actions during the war can cause them after its 
end. This example also supports statements to the effect that a play’s contri- 
butions to a particular discourse are always tendential and do not cover every 
individual aspect of the play under analysis. The title of Bronnen’s play, re- 
ferring to an attack of the Huns on Roman and Visigoth troops, could for ex- 
ample very well be interpreted as a de-legitimisation of the 
Verteidigungskrieg narrative. This is a common aspect in anti-war Heim- 
kehrerstücken, though many of them do not contribute to the discourse. 

The clearest representation of this Strindbergian form of drama amongst the 
plays of the discourse of de-legitimisation is Don Juan kommt aus dem Krieg. 
It is especially often used in plays whose beginning is set at the front as is 
the case for Horvath’s play but also, for example, in Toboggan. 

Thomas Wendt was published as a dramatischer Roman and adapted for the 
stage by the Drei-Masken-Verlag that also held the performance rights for 
Brecht’s Trommeln in der Nacht. Although in regards to its genre not purely 
dramatic, the text is of interest in this context because its representation of 
the revolution, which according to Feuchtwanger did not change the people 
and their mindsets, and the experiences of the Heimkehrerfigur that falls into 
despair about the continuity he is confronted with, is very similar to many of 
the Heimkehrerdramen of the de-legitimisation discourse. Wolfgang 
Frühwald even suggests that Brecht’s play cannot be understood without 
considering Feuchtwanger’s Thomas Wendt (see Frühwald, Der Heimkehrer 
auf der Biihne, 182). However, despite pointing out the similarities and the 
texts’ influence on the development of the Volksstück in the 1920s, he does 
not sufficiently explain why that would be the case. 
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1978) Schlageter”? (1933), or around the rise of National Socialism, such 
as Walther Dränert’s Freiheit (1925), to name just a few common settings 
for plays of this subgenre.” 

In all such cases, the front experience is, by definition, part of the char- 
acter’s implicit background. This has to be kept in mind when looking at 
the representation of the de-legitimisation of propaganda narratives con- 
cerning a war that is already over at the time the analysed plays are set. 27 
But the retrospective perspective enabled through the use of Heim- 
kehrerfiguren can be used to provide a representation of the conditions of 
the society that sent them to war. The Heimkehrer thereby serve the authors 
as embodiments or “Zeugen” (Mohi-von Känel, 118) to the events of the 
war as well as the conditions that led to its outbreak, thus exceeding the 
individual destiny of one particular character. 

HINKEMANN provides a good example for this ability. Toller’s plays 
generally negotiate, as Wolfgang Frühwald and John M. Spalek correctly 
point out, “die alte Frage nach der Wirklichkeit unserer Existenz und die 
nach der tragischen Schuld des in einer so fragwürdigen Realität zum Han- 
deln gezwungenen Menschen” (Frühwald/Spalek, 272). Der deutsche 
Hinkemann is therefore more than a ““Kriegskrüppel-Tragödie’” (Toller, 


29 The occupation of the Ruhr is especially prominent in plays of authors with 
National Socialist sentiments like Johst or Ziese. These plays also show how 
fluid the term ‘WWI play’ can be. As Heimkehrerdramen, they certainly be- 
long to the text corpus of WWI dramatic literature. But, typical for plays 
with a National Socialist agenda, they focus much more on Germany’s situa- 
tion after the war and the ways to overcome it and regain the nation’s old 
strength. The war itself or the pre-war society are only marginally represent- 
ed. 

These are however neither exclusively German settings nor are they specific 
to the Heimkehrerdrama of WWI but moreover represent the most common 
plots of a motif that dates back to Homer. 

Walter Neumann comes to a similar conclusion (see W. Neumann, 10). His 
study Grundztige der Technik des Heimkehrerdramas puts a strong emphasis 
on the personal experience of the author as well as on the National Socialist 
demand that in war “alles Individuelle hinter den Forderungen der Gemein- 
schaft zuriickzutreten hat” (11). He further argues that the former front sol- 
dier portrayed in the plays has to either adapt to the changed conditions at 
home or perish in them. The only way to regain his identity, so Neumann, is 
to become the “Träger einer Idee” which he can through “Beteiligung an 
soldatischen Unternehmungen und Kämpfen in der Heimat [...] zum Siege 
führen” (13). His argumentation is clearly based on the National Socialist 
ideology of the Volkskörper, making his study a National Socialist literature 
critique rather than a scholarly analysis. 


240 


241 


201 


© Copyright Erich Schmidt Verlag GmbH & Co. KG, Berlin 2021. Open Access. Creative Commons-Lizenz 4.0 (BY-NC-ND). 


The discourse of de-legitimisation 


Briefe 1, 440), and rather the representation of the post-war conditions in 
which Toller portrays the actions of his protagonist, transcending the indi- 
vidual experiences and timely restrictions of his character by embedding 
what he represents in a greater context that seeks to examine the very core 
of the human condition. Klaus Bebendorf’s interpretation of the play as 
“Tollers letztes expressionistisches Drama” (Bebendorf, 138), however, is 
the exception. HINKEMANN’s tragic fate that is the consequence of the 
rejection of his new idea of humanity and thereby of his own identity in the 
society of the Weimar Republic is very different from the call for a libera- 
tion and renewal of mankind as it is represented, for example, in Die Wand- 
lung. This has correctly caused the play to predominantly be seen as 
Toller’s overcoming of his own expressionist beginnings. ° Dorothea 
Klein has shown that he also moves away from his earlier plays with re- 
gards to formal and structural aspects.” That he chooses the form of a 
Heimkehrerdrama is thereby interesting, considering that Jürgen Hil- 
lesheim points out convincing indications that Bertolt Brecht’s Trommeln 
in der Nacht is in part also motivated by the attempt to contradict Toller’s 
Die Wandlung." This indicates that the fate of Heimkehrern might provide 
a suitable rejection to this particular expressionist utopia. 

Typically for the Heimkehrer plays of the discourse of de- 
legitimisation, Toller represents his idea of the human condition by con- 
fronting the Heimkehrerfigur with the reality of the post-war society. He 
thereby not only, like Klaus Bebendorf states, “[verkörpert] in der Pro- 
blematik seiner Person zugleich die Kritik an seiner Zeit” (Bebendorf, 153), 
which would make HINKEMANN a kind of Projektionsfldche, but actually 
exposes the conditions of his time through the confrontation of the altered 
mindset he develops with the continuity of the society he encounters.7*° 
The conflict this structure creates exposes the reality of the society the 
plays are set in as well as the continuities it inherited from the pre-war era. 
This allows Toller, and other authors in a similar way, to portray the condi- 
tions of the pre-war society and use them to de-legitimise the propaganda 
narratives. This perspective has so far been almost entirely ignored by 
scholars, who have focused predominantly on the play as a representation 


242 See Neuhaus, Ernst Toller und die Neue Sachlichkeit, 151. 

243 See D. Klein, 101-103. 

24 See Hillesheim, 71-73. 

245 However, Sigurd Rothstein’s statement that the message of the play is abso- 
lutely identical to the statements of HINKEMANN goes too far (see Rothstein, 
137), especially considering that HINKEMANN at first represents the very 
characteristics that Toller later has him realise represent pathological traits of 
society. 
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of the “post-war misery of the German proletariat” (Benson, 61), the “male 
crises in Weimar Modernity” (McCormick, 67) or the representation of the 
Weimar Republic in general. 

Considering that for the authors as well as for the audience of these 
plays, the war was an immediate memory rather than a historical event, it 
can be assumed that the conditions of the pre-war society and the events 
and experiences of the war were much more present in the production as 
well as in the reception of the plays than so far acknowledged. The implied 
history of the literary representation of the present the plays are set in, to 
loosely use Foucault’s concept, can therefore inform the interpretation of 
the plays. When doing so, the plays reveal much more about the societies 
before and during the war and many of them thereby participate in the dis- 
course of de-legitimisation. 

The Heimkehrerfiguren appearing in plays of the discourse of de- 
legitimisation are very heterogeneous. One only has to think of Toller’s 
HINKEMANN, Ödön von Horvath’s HAUPTMANN in the Sladek plays or DON 
JUAN in Don Juan kommt aus dem Krieg and ANDREAS KRAGLER in Bertolt 
Brecht’s Trommeln in der Nacht. They represent the period directly after 
the end of the war, where Trommeln in der Nacht is set and the plot of Don 
Juan kommt aus dem Krieg begins, the time of reparation and job shortages 
in the early 1920s, when Der deutsche Hinkemann is set, through to the 
time of inflation and armed fights between National Socialist and com- 
munist groups, when the Sladek plays are set and the plot of Don Juan 
kommt aus dem Krieg ends. However, these very different characters in 
their equally different settings are all used to create an inner conflict in 
their protagonists that is highlighted by their confrontation with the condi- 
tions of post-war society. They thereby provide a comprehensive insight 
into the representation of the literary discourse of de-legitimisation in the 
Heimkehrerdramen of the Weimar Republic.”“° 


246 Toller was arguably the most influential German literary figure of the 1920s 
and Bertolt Brecht became the most acknowledged German playwright in the 
1930s. This means their works were familiar to a wide audience and per- 
formed across the theatres of the Weimar Republic. While Ödön von 
Horvath’s plays were certainly not as famous and widely received, he had 
made a name for himself as a “treuer Chronist” (Horvath, Gesammelte 
Werke 11, 219) of the Weimar Republic. His plays add a different perspec- 
tive to the topic because they were written with greater distance from the 
time they portray. Particularly when writing Don Juan kommt aus dem Krieg 
from 1934 to 1936, one of the latest Heimkehrer plays of the discourse of de- 
legitimisation, Horvath had seen the full consequences of the continuities the 
play addresses. 
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Although the Heimkehrer characters in all five plays are used to expose 
the mindset of the time, the authors do this in different ways. Toller lets 
HINKEMANN act in an attempt to re-establish his life within the new order. 
Horvath creates a similar setting for his HAUPTMANN, while constructing 
DON JUAN’s actions as an attempt to fully return home in an Odyssean tra- 
dition. KRAGLER, whose return Brecht set for the night of his bride’s en- 
gagement can also be placed within this tradition.” This intertextuality is 
later intensified when KRAGLER is “[w]eggeblasen” (Brecht 1, 206) by the 
wind, which is a motif frequently used in regards to KRAGLER being 
“verschlungen” (206) by the suburbs, where he is lost to his bride.” But 
they all allow for an analysis of the society they are confronted with. By 
portraying its conditions as a continuity of those which caused the war, the 
authors de-legitimise the narratives of a peaceful German people who were 
attacked “[m]itten im Frieden” (Wilhelm II, An das deutsche Volk) by their 
enemies and reveal the mindset that is responsible for the war. They either 
display it themselves, like the HAUPTMANN in the Sladek plays or 
Horvath’s DON JUAN, or struggle to survive within the conditions, like 
KRAGLER and HINKEMANN.””” 

The complexity in which the individual aspects of the discourse are 
represented in these texts requires a more elaborate discussion of each indi- 
vidual representation. This results in an argumentation that divides the 
plays more than was the case in the analysis of the discourse of legitimisa- 
tion, the homogeneity of which frequently enabled the combination of 
quotes from multiple texts within one sentence to demonstrate the point to 
be made. Applying this method would however make it impossible to re- 
construct the representation of the individual aspects within the analysed 
plays to a degree that does justice to their complexity. This particularly ap- 
plies to the next chapter, which will elaborate on the motif of the Heim- 


247 Elisabeth Frenzel also mentions Kragler’s Odyssean character (see Frenzel, 


331) and Hans Hahn uncovers a whole range of parallels between the Odys- 
sey and Trommeln in der Nacht (see Hahn, 344-345). His heuristic method 
leaves most of his findings, as he acknowledges himself, in the state of hy- 
potheses, which would be worth examining in more detail. 

Walter Neumann detects a general passivity of Heimkehrer (see W. Neu- 
mann, 13), even when they are fighting for a new world order shaped after 
the National Socialist ideals that Neumann himself follows. While this is true 
for many of the Heimkehrer, HINKEMANN is not passive. He founders be- 
cause his attempt to act is doomed to fail due to the values of the society he 
acts in. 

Klaus Völker misses important aspects of the character of KRAGLER and its 
significance in Brecht’s structure when he states that he is “ein Sonderfall” 
which does not represent the “‘Typ’ des Heimkehrers” (Völker, 364). 
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kehrer in WWI dramatic literature before switching focus to the analysis of 
its significance for the discourse of de-legitimisation.?°" 

Analyses of the plays have so far focused on the representation of the 
time in which the plays are set. The role of the revolution in Trommeln in 
der Nacht for example, is a frequent topic of studies, especially in the former 
GDR, where the play was initially received as a “Revolutionsstück” (Kauf- 
mann, 321).”! Der deutsche Hinkemann is still often regarded as a “Tragö- 
die des Sozialismus” (Frühwald/Spalek, 278). Even if scholars have seen 
Sladek as a representation of the “‘Jahrgan[g] 1902’” and a “völlig aus un- 
serer Zeit herausgeborener und nur durch sie erklärbarer Typ” (qtd. in Streit- 
ler-Kastberger, 16), the focus of most studies is on how this generation 
influenced the mindset of the 1920s.” Although Horvath stated in an inter- 


250 This approach will inevitably exclude a lot of the motifs and aspects on 
which scholars have focused so far. The explicit representation of the revolu- 
tion in Trommeln in der Nacht, the gender aspect in Der deutsche 
Hinkemann, especially the relation between sex, masculinity and power, the 
Fememord motif in the Sladek plays and the motif of seduction in Don Juan 
kommt aus dem Krieg are only a few examples of topics that will not be ana- 
lysed comprehensively. They will however be touched on with regards to the 
analysis of the discourse of de-legitimisation in WWI dramatic literature. 
The hope is to provide new perspectives on other more thoroughly studied 
aspects of the plays by pointing out connections wherever they appear. 
Because of Brecht’s biography and his decision to return from exile to East 
Germany, his works were often appropriated for a communist agenda by 
state approved interpretations. This does not render studies like that of Hans 
Kaufmann invalid but it must be considered when he, for example, argues 
that Brecht’s scepticism towards “die wirkliche Veränderung der Welt, 
gegen die Revolution” could only have been derived from his “Widerwillen 
gegen die utopischen Weltverbesserer” of the expressionist movement. In 
fact, his scepticism against the revolution is a logical consequence of the 
way in which he creates KRAGLER’s destiny and just as valid and representa- 
tive of his mindset at the time as of his later rejection of KRAGLER’S scepti- 
cism. 

Interestingly, the earlier 1928 text Sladek oder: Die schwarze Armee is even 
more focused on present and future developments than the later text. It in- 
cludes the court case following the Fememord and the dissolution of the 
Reichswehr. This shifts the focus of the play, compared to the shorter, denser 
second play, much more towards the Weimar Republic’s handling of the fas- 
cist terror in the first half of the 1920s. In this text, SLADEK is convicted but 
later pardoned for the murder of ANNA SCHRAMM and escapes, like the rest 
of the soldiers of the Reichswehr, relatively unscathed. Missing justice and 
therefore a form of closure for the Fememord, the play draws more attention 
to an issue that was, at the time of its creation, still unresolved. The end of 
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view with the Berlin-based newspaper Tempo in October 1929 that his inten- 
tion was “die gesellschaftlichen Kräfte aufzuzeigen, aus de[nen] dieser Ty- 
pus entstanden ist” (17), the characters that represent this time (more than 
SLADEK himself, the HAUPTMANN and the soldiers of the Reichswehr) are 
often only interpreted as representatives of a right-wing ideology but not ex- 
amined as characters that Horvath used to portray the pre-war era.” The 
same applies to his DON JUAN. He is predominantly seen as a post-war repre- 
sentation of the “Typus Don Juan” (Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 9, 379), while 
ignoring what this type reveals about the author’s image of the society that 
created this “Don Juan unserer Zeit” (379).?°* This society is the pre-war so- 
ciety and Horvath characterises it by having DON JUAN regress into his pre- 
war self over the course of the play. Previous interpretations have, for the 


Sladek, der schwarze Reichswehrmann sees the death of SLADEK and the de- 
nial of the Reichswehr’s existence by the maßgebende Stelle. Although fin- 
ished only about a year after the first text, this ending creates a more distant 
perspective and seems to focus on a different, more historical subject. The 
creation of the second text, subtitled Historie aus dem Zeitalter der Inflation 
in drei Akten might, as Traugott Krischke speculates in his edition of 
Horvath’s works, reflect the author’s realisation that the political situation 
had changed and the threat that fascist terror groups caused to the Republic 
had temporarily been eliminated (see Krischke, Entstehung, Uberlieferung, 
Textgestaltung, 147). As Paul Kuntrod noted in his review of the first version, 
which was performed in the Miinchner Kammerspiele in 1972, 43 years after 
the premier of the second version and 34 years after Horvath’s death, the 
plays can therefore be seen as two individual plays rather than two different 
stagings of the same play (see Streitler-Kastberger, 13). 
253 The Heimkehrer in this play is not SLADEK himself but the HAUPTMANN. 
But if one understands SLADEK as “ein völlig aus unserer Zeit herausge- 
borener und nur durch sie erklärbarer Typ” (qtd. in Streitler-Kastberger, 16) 
he becomes a product of the time that shaped characters like the 
HAUPTMANN. Jürgen Schröder correctly states that it is not the schwarze 
Reichswehr itself that is attacked by Horväth but the time in which it origi- 
nated (see J. Schröder, Ödön von Horvath, 455), though he does not explicit- 
ly include the pre-war era in this representation of this time. Horvath thereby 
makes the HAUPTMANN, a former officer and representative of Wilhelmine 
militarism, not only a random member of the cast but a representation of the 
central topic of the play. Furthermore, he drives the plot and is involved in a 
large proportion of the crucial dialogues. The play can therefore certainly 
count as a Heimkehrerstück. 
Herbert Gamper identifies Horväth’s characters as types rather than individ- 
uals and sees this as a strategy to exceed individual representations already 
used in his Fräuleinstücken (see Gamper, 3—4). 
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most part, missed the chance to analyse what these plays reveal about the 
conditions of the society and the mindset that caused the outbreak of WWI. 


2.1 The role of the protagonist in the continuity motif 


At first, the idea of continuities after an event that destroyed four big em- 
pires and redrew the map of Europe sounds entirely contradictory. But in 
the case of Germany, the acceptance of continuities and the failure to 
eradicate the remnants of the old monarchy proved to be one of the most 
significant problems of the Weimar Republic. The failure allowed the old 
mindset to regain strength and the difficult socio-economic problems 
Germany encountered during the 1920s and early 1930s as a result of the 
Treaty of Versailles, which served as a unifier by creating a common en- 
emy in the victors as well as in those who allegedly co-operated with 
them, helped it to spread amongst the population. In this context, especial- 
ly the early Heimkehrer plays like Der deutsche Hinkemann or Trommeln 
in der Nacht gain an almost prophetic character. They portray the continu- 
ity of the pathological structures that Karl Kraus for example identified as 
the motivation for the peoples’ support of the war and they represent the 
foundation of the success of reactionary ideas as a consequence of these 
continuities. 

Trommeln in der Nacht and Der deutsche Hinkemann represent the 
Heimkehrer’s confrontation with society as a conflict that leads to a crisis 
of the protagonist’s progressed identity and reveals the anachronistic socie- 
tal structures that cause it. Horvath also uses his DON JUAN to uncover the 
character of society but, unlike Toller and Brecht, Horvath makes the 
Heimkehrerfigur itself the carrier of characteristics he is trying to expose. 
His confrontation with other characters is the method through which the 
author reveals this. These are the two predominant dramatic strategies used 
in Heimkehrerdramen to de-legitimise the Verteidigungskrieg narrative and 
to expose the mindset of the pre-war society that accepted and supported 
the war in order to achieve their individual goals. 


2.1.1 How the inner conflict of the Heimkehrer exposes continuities: 
Trommeln in der Nacht und Der deutsche Hinkemann. 
Bertolt Brecht’s play Trommeln in der Nacht, whose early Augsburger 


Fassung was finished in 1920, premiered in an edited version on the 29" of 
September 1922 in Munich and was printed in the same year by the Drei- 
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Masken-Verlag.” Set during a “Novembernacht von der Abend- bis zur 
Frühdämmerung” (Brecht 1, 176) in 1918 Berlin, it portrays the return of 
ANDREAS KRAGLER from the front in Africa, where he was a prisoner of 
war for three years. His former bride ANNA is now pregnant with the child 
of the Kriegsgewinnler MURK, to whom ANNA’s father, a war profiteer 
himself, would like to marry her off in order to secure the future of his 
business. Not sure what to do now that she is pregnant, ANNA turns 
KRAGLER away at first. Subsequently, KRAGLER looks for an outlet for his 
frustration, ending up in a Schnapsdestille from where, more because of a 
drunken mood than as the result of idealism, he departs to join the revolu- 
tionary fights in the suburbs. In the meantime, ANNA changes her mind and 
leaves MURK, whom she never loved, to look for KRAGLER. When the two 
find each other, KRAGLER decides to walk away from the revolution, takes 
ANNA back and they walk off into his “große[s], weiße[s], breite[s] Bett” 
(229). 

Brecht often expressed his dissatisfaction with the play, especially its 
ending, and actually reworked it for the first edition of his Gesammelte 
Werke, published by the Suhrkamp Verlag in 1953. Despite his comments 
that KRAGLER’s rejection of the revolution is the “schäbigste aller mögli- 
chen Varianten” (Brecht 23, 239), Brecht’s representation of KRAGLER’S 
reaction does not portray a rejection of progress and change but can instead 
be seen as a rejection of the continuity of exploitation that caused so much 
suffering for his character.” The first two acts contain KRAGLER’s conflict 
with the bourgeois world of the Kriegsgewinnler, the third act ANNA’s de- 
cision to follow him into the suburbs and the last two acts KRAGLER’s reali- 
sation that joining the revolution would once more make him a soldier for 
somebody else’s cause, just as he was during the war. His rejection is there- 
fore an act of recovering his “Selbstbestimmung” (Hillesheim, 58), of 
which he was robbed by the Wilhelmine Monarchy and would again be 
robbed of by the revolution.” 

Brecht sketches KRAGLER as exploited by an old system which sent 
him to war to secure and extend its own position of power in the world. He 


255 The play was initially called Spartakus but Marta Feuchtwanger suggested 
the change of title to Trommeln in der Nacht (Hermand, Trommeln in der 
Nacht, 247). 

Gerhard Fischer also emphasises the accuracy with which Brecht portrayed 
the nature of the revolution and concludes that distancing himself from his 
interpretation at the time does not de-legitimise the interpretation itself (see 
G. Fischer, 119). 

Hans-Joachim Schott confirms this thesis and sees it as motivated by “Scho- 
penhauers und Nietzsches Kritik des Ressentiments” (Schott, 157). 
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does this whenever he has KRAGLER make references to his war experience, 
especially in the longer tale of Africa in act four. In Brecht’s representation, 
KRAGLER and many others who were allegedly sent to war to save the fa- 
therland from an invasion came to Africa and “verteidigten die Heimat, die 
Steiner und das andere” (Brecht 1, 214). Reducing the defence of the 
Heimat to the defence of worthless stones, geographically distanced from 
the place the troops are supposed to save, allows Brecht to inscribe a moti- 
vation for Germany’s war effort into the play that de-legitimises the Vertei- 
digungskrieg narrative. Particularly the choice to let KRAGLER have been 
stationed in the African colonies of the Empire is charged with symbolism. 
He connects KRAGLER’s war experience with the desire for expansion, 
greatness and prestige the colonies represent. This background emphasises 
the war as the climax of Wilhelmine Monarchy and as a consequence of its 
mindset rather than as an inevitable act of self-defence. 

Another aspect of Brecht’s tactic of de-legitimising the narrative is the 
exposure of the economic and social benefit the war provides to some. This 
is represented by the family of KRAGLER’s bride, who got rich while he had 
to suffer. By letting them adopt the usual propaganda clichés with which 
those who stayed at home legitimised their privileged position to those who 
were sent to the front lines, Brecht manages to establish a link between the 
Kriegsgewinnlern and the narratives that promoted the war. This creates a 
causality between the propaganda narratives and the individual interests of 
those who profit from them. Mother BALICKE for example demands that 
KRAGLER learn to “leiden, ohne zu klagen” (188; 195) and that he should 
“[s]tark sein im Schmerz” (196). By having her repeat the cliché’s created 
by the system that sent KRAGLER to war, Brecht represents the old Wil- 
helmine mindset in the new bourgeoisie. This allows him to expose a con- 
tinuity of exploitation in which only the exploiters have changed, while 
their methods and the exploited remain the same.?°® 

It also allows Brecht to define the willingness to exploit others as a 
characteristic of the mindset of the time, rather than a trait of certain parts 


258 Although it already implicates a sensibility for injustice, it is not yet embed- 
ded in communist theories as he had at that time not yet concerned himself 
with the Marxist theories that would influence him later. Gerhard Fischer 
convincingly argues that this fact might have contributed to the successful 
representation of the revolution of 1918/19, which Brecht failed to accom- 
plish twice after he had engaged with Marxism. Fischer suggests that the 
Fatzer and Garber material remained fragmentary because the realistic por- 
trayal of the revolution was incompatible with the requirements of Brecht’s 
Marxist ideology and, in case of the Garber fragment, the socio-political 
conditions in the GDR (see G. Fischer, 129-130). 
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of society. Furthermore, it enables him to expose this as a continuity after 
KRAGLER leaves the BALICKES and thereby, at least on first glance, the old 
exploitative system. KRAGLER, however, is not yet fully aware of his situa- 
tion and Brecht uses his process of realisation throughout the rest of the 
play to reveal the nature of society as he sees it in detail. In act three, 
KRAGLER encounters the revolutionaries as he seeks sanctuary in a 
Schnapsdestille. Increasingly drunk, KRAGLER begins to realise that the 
world is “zu alt für die bessere Zeit” (217). He has already given up any 
hope of a bettering of his situation, asking rhetorically, “[k]ann man das 
Militär abschaffen oder den lieben Gott? Kann man es abschaffen, daß es 
Leiden gibt und die Qualen, die die Menschen den Teufel gelehrt haben?” 
(216), before answering, disillusioned, that one can “es nicht abschaffen” 
(217). This act also contains a reference to a children’s song: “Ein Hund 
ging in die Küche und stahl dem Koch ein Ei. [...] Da nahm der Koch sein 
Hackebeil / Und schlug den Hund entzwei” (217-218). Its lyrics eventu- 
ally lead into an endless loop, whereby Brecht alludes to the following rep- 
resentation of the continual return of the ever same pre-war conditions.” 
But KRAGLER is not yet aware of this and still blames the old system, and 
the BALICKES as its representatives, for his misery, as the reference to the 
military and God demonstrate. The song creates a link through which 
Brecht compares KRAGLER’s exploitation by the old system to the follow- 
ing exploitation by the revolutionaries, using the previously mentioned an- 
imal metaphors as a motif to identify the two systems’ treatment of 
KRAGLER, as they are first used by the BALICKES, who call KRAGLER 
“Vieh” (200) and “Schwein” (201), and then by the revolutionaries, who 
call him “Kalb” (213) and also “Schwein” (227). The affective component 
of the dehumanising metaphors ultimately starts the realisation process 
Brecht puts KRAGLER through by exposing the similarities in the way the 
old and the new systems treat him. 


°59 Its English version appears in Beckett’s Waiting for Godot: “A dog came in 
the kitchen / And stole a crust of bread” (Beckett, 48). 

See H. Mayer, 416. Hans Mayer has correctly identified the intensification of 
this motif in the version of 1953, where Brecht lets KRAGLER sing more lines 
of the song and includes the part where it enters its infinite loop. However, 
Mayer’s interpretation that this is an expression of KRAGLER’s petty bour- 
geois position (see H. Mayer, 411), as well as interpretations of KRAGLER’s 
rejection of the revolution as nothing more than a return to his petty bour- 
geois origin, fail to see the similarities between the revolution and the system 
it tries to replace. They therefore miss the full extent of Brecht’s statement in 
KRAGLER’s rejection. 
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Over the course of the play, Brecht intensifies these in order to expose 
the exploitation of others for their own ideals as being rooted in the general 
mindset of the people and clearly de-legitimises the image created by the 
official propaganda narratives. GLUBB, the owner of the Schnapsdestille, 
convinces KRAGLER and the others to man “die Maschinengewehre” (218), 
resulting in the situation that KRAGLER is once again about to fight some- 
body else’s battles.?°! By letting KRAGLER display increasingly militaristic 
behaviour, Brecht manages to emphasise the parallels between his past and 
present situation. But the increasing irony with which KRAGLER acts within 
later scenes also prepares his rejection of the revolution at the end of the 
play. On the way to the fight, KRAGLER sarcastically yells “[a]n die Wand 
mit euch” (221) and salutes his civilian acquaintances. This demonstrates 
KRAGLER’s growing recognition of the nature of his situation. It is eventu- 
ally his reunification with ANNA that is used by Brecht to initiate 
KRAGLER’s final realisation and the full exposure of the revolutionaries’ 
character. Labelling everybody an enemy that is not on their side, GLUBB 
suspects KRAGLER to be a reactionary and MANKE demands he be thrown 
“die Antwort in die Fresse, dem Bourgeois und seiner Hure” (223). Once 
KRAGLER has made clear that he will not join them, they even “stürzen sich 
auf Anna” (227), a pregnant, defenceless women, and try to throw “das 
Aas” (227) into the water. After creating a confrontation between KRAGLER 
and GLUBB about the suicidal character of joining a revolution that seems 
to be lost, Brecht uses the latter’s reaction to represent his willingness to 
sacrifice others for his own cause in a way that is reminiscent of behaviour 
of the officers towards their soldiers in other anti-war dramas. 


KRAGLER: Anna! Zu Glubb: Mensch! Du läufst an die Wand und rauchst 
dabei! Ich sehe dich an der Wand vor der Dammerung, seht ihr 
denn nicht wie grau und glasig er dort steht an der Wand? 
Riecht ihr nichts an ihm? Was soll aus euch werden, geht heim! 

AUGUSTE: lacht 

GLUBB: Ach, sie werden kleine Wunden bekommen im Hals oder auf 
der Brust, alles ordentlich, sie bekommen Zettel mit Nummern 
auf die Brust geheftet, wenn sie steif sind, nicht wie ersäufte 
Katzen, eher wie solche, denen ein kleines Unrecht geschehen 
ist (225-226). 


26! Tn the version 1953 version, GLUBB is the uncle of KRAGLER’s revolutionary 


“Gegenpart” (Brecht 23, 241). Although he is only spoken of and does not 
actually appear in the play, with the inclusion of this character Brecht at- 
tempted to strengthen “die Gegenseite” (241), in order to balance out the side 
of “Kragler, des Kleinbiirgers” (241), whose characters he said he could not 
alter. 
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The last expression draws a connection to KRAGLER, whom GLUBB has al- 
ready twice called someone who has suffered “ein kleines Unrecht” (217; 
218). These dialogues serve to demonstrate the continuity of exploitation of 
others for one’s own cause, which Brecht sees represented by the old sys- 
tem and the bourgeoisie but also by the revolution. GLUBB, who has incited 
men to join the revolution in the first place, explicitly excludes himself 
from those who will end up with a tag on their toe by using third person 
pronouns. This is, as Jürgen Hillesheim points out, imbued in GLUBB’s 
character, who prefers to stay behind his bar, and distil the fuel that is sup- 
posed to motivate others to join the fight.?” It also is clearly reminiscent of 
the representation of officers and war-profiteers in Kraus’ drama, for ex- 
ample. 

KRAGLER’s ultimate realisation, after he has regained a perspective of 
the future through ANNA’s return, is then used by Brecht to finally expose 
the continuous line he draws from the war experience to the portrayed post- 
war situation. KRAGLER decides that he will not “den Hals hinhalten ans 
Messer” (225) so “daß eure Idee in den Himmel kommt” (228). Because of 
the parallels Brecht creates, the refusal to join the revolution becomes a 
general rejection of being exploited and expands the meaning of this deci- 
sion beyond the particular revolutionary setting in which Brecht lets 
KRAGLER make this realisation. By defining it as a continuity reaching back 
to pre-war times, he manages to de-legitimise the official propaganda nar- 
ratives. 

KRAGLER’s rejection is therefore not simply a regression into his old, 
petty bourgeois lifestyle. Moreover, Brecht portrays KRAGLER as reflecting 
on the experiences of the war in order to progress and overcome the old 
mindset, rather than, like the revolutionaries, carry it into a new era.7° 
Brecht also has KRAGLER accept ANNA’s experiences of the war, including 
her pregnancy, taking her back. The family he will create as soon as he has 
“vervielfältig[t]” (229) himself is certainly not the traditional petty bour- 
geois family of the likes of BALICKE, who sees “eine Frau ohne Mann” as a 
“gotteslasterliche Budicke” (179), to say nothing of a woman staying with 


262 See Hillesheim, 56. 

263 Astrid Oesmann’s interpretation of the play’s ending does therefore not go 
far enough. She sees his rejection as “his counterrevolutionary longing for a 
bourgeois life”, which would reveal the revolutionaries’ “deficits tied to the 
movement’s failure to address KRAGLER in his marginalised position” 
(Oesmann, 40). Instead, KRAGLER’s rejection is a reaction to the revolution- 
aries’ admittedly poor attempt to address his marginalised position, which is 
based on the realisation that their intentions to include him in their move- 
ment are again exploitative. 
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a man while being pregnant by another one.” Furthermore, ANNA rejects 
her family and the father of her child, although she could simply stay with 
them and remain in a rather safe bourgeois environment.”® This ending 
might not be radical in the sense that KRAGLER becomes a martyr for the 
cause of the revolution, which is often expected from a ‘radical’ character, 
especially in hindsight. But KRAGLER convincingly rejects the continuity of 
fighting for somebody else’s cause as a lesson he has learned from his ex- 
perience in the war. Although Brecht does not provide a solution for the 
problems portrayed in the play, his sweeping renunciation of KRAGLER’S 
past and present is more radical than often acknowledged. 

Furthermore, it explains why he has to represent KRAGLER as a 
“Kleinbürger” (Brecht 23, 241). This position provides the character with 
sufficient distance from the revolutionary ends to provide him with an au- 
thentic motivation to turn his back on it. But it is not the concept of revolu- 
tion he turns his back on, but rather a revolution that replaces a system that 
has exploited him for its imperialistic goals with a system that is about to 
exploit him for a new ideology. In this representation, KRAGLER’s personal 
experience and role in the war and the revolution are alike because they 
both put him into the position of the exploited, who is supposed to fight and 
die for someone else’s cause. The rejection of the revolution therefore be- 
comes a rejection of being exploited and a logical consequence of the way 
Brecht constituted the character. The play might not provide a solution to 
the problem, but with KRAGLER and ANNA walking away, it reveals that the 
discontinuation of the old continuities is the necessary first step for any 
form of progress. 

By 1953, Brecht had seen the consequences the ultimately failed revo- 
lution had for the demise of the Weimar Republic and the rise of National 
Socialism. Furthermore, considering Brecht’s ideological development and 
his biographical situation by that time, his critique of the play is not only 


264 Grażyna Krupihska points, for example, to Brecht’s ironical use of the bour- 
geois “Wertekatalog” (Krupinska, 67) represented by the father BALICKE’s 
references to his daughter’s sexuality or the constant references to ANNA’S 
virginity, her “Lilie” (Brecht 1, 203). Brecht makes clear from the beginning 
that neither KRAGLER nor ANNA can meet these expectations after what they 
have experienced during the war and their reunification in the end is the start 
of a new path to a destination that Brecht does not reveal. 

Nick Greenland sees in this action Brecht’s rejection of the Biirgerliche 
Trauerspiel represented, which would also be a rejection of the bourgeois 
morals this genre would typically display (see Greenland, 222). 

It is therefore the opposite of what is attested by Tony Meech, who sees 
KRAGLER’s choice as an acceptance of the world as it is (see Meech, 72). 
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understandable but almost logical.?°” When looking at Brecht at the time he 
wrote the play and at the construction of KRAGLER, however, the “un- 
tragische Ausgang” (Brecht 26, 151), as Brecht called it in a diary entry in 
1920, is just as inevitable.?°® From this point of view, it almost appears as 
“der einzige Ausgang” (151) because joining the revolution would have 
only been an “Ausweg, ein schwächliches Zusammenwerfen, Kapitulation 
vor der Romantik” (151). Making KRAGLER a revolutionary fighter or even 
a martyr for the romantic cause of a socialist ideal would have not chal- 
lenged the old mindset, but essentially reinstated it under a different ideo- 
logical guise. 

While Brecht allows for KRAGLER to find a way out of the continuity, 
Toller’s HINKEMANN does not. Similar to KRAGLER, he understands the ne- 
cessity of change after the experiences of war but ultimately founders due 
to the continuities he is confronted with. The play is set “[uJm 1921” (Tol- 
ler, Werke 1, 191), in times of economic struggle. Only his wife GRETE 
knows that the proletarian EUGEN HINKEMANN was castrated during the war. 
Although he is otherwise healthy, his self-perception has suffered. 


Ich bin ja ein verlorner Mann. Ich bin ja eine heimliche Krankheit. Ich bin ja 
ein Hampelmann, an dem sie solange gezogen haben, bis er kaputt war [...] 
Siehst du, hier hier sitzts wie ein Bündel aus lauter Stecknadeln und sticht 
und sticht: Du bist ein räudiger Hund für dein Weib (195). 


At this point, HINKEMANN’s self-image is still presented by Toller as a re- 
flection of the mindset of the post-war society, which is dominated by the 
continuation of an admiration for strength and power. Emphasising the 
strong sexual connotation of these qualities, Toller makes HINKEMANN, 
who is besides his castration fully able, take on a self-image that is domi- 
nated by the perception of having lost these attributes.?°° 


267 See also Hermand, Bertolt Brecht, 21; 

268 Especially so when considering Brecht initial scepticism towards revolu- 
tions that for example Hans Hahn points out by referring to the Gesang des 
Soldaten der roten Armee from 1919 (see Hahn, 348). Klaus-Detlef Miiller 
portrays a similar image of the young Brecht and states that any form of 
“Revolutionspathos” would be “expressionistisches Weltverbesserertum” 
(K-D. Müller, 17). Müller’s statement that the failed Münchner Räterepublik 
confirmed Brecht’s views and his reference to Brecht’s rejection of Toller’s 
early works give further credibility to the previously discussed connection 
between KRAGLER’s rejection of the revolution in Trommeln in der Nacht 
and Brecht’s rejection of expressionist dramas like Die Wandlung, pointed 
out by Jürgen Hillesheim. 

29 See Czapla, 352. 
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Throughout the play, Toller portrays the tragedy of HINKEMANN’s suf- 
fering in a society that judges its members solely based on these qualities. 
In the first scene, he discovers his mother-in-law had blinded a little Finch. 
Through this incident, Toller introduces a motif that he uses to guide 
HINKEMANN’s journey to overcome this old mindset. HINKEMANN’s empa- 
thy with the suffering finch reminds him of his own suffering, causing an 
emotional breakdown. Toller repeats these breakdowns throughout the play 
in scenes where HINKEMANN’s confrontation with other characters exposes 
the malady caused by society’s ignorance of his suffering and so lets him 
progress on his path to a new understanding of humanity. The affects creat- 
ed by the despair in which Toller portrays HINKEMANN in these scenes cre- 
ate an antithesis to the utilitarianism and indifference of society and thereby 
enhance the de-legitimisation of its mindset. 

At the time of his first breakdown, HINKEMANN is still at the beginning 
of this path. Toller has him admit that he would have had no problem hurt- 
ing another creature before his injury but “[n]un ich ein Krüppel bin, weiß 
ich: Es ist etwas Ungeheuerliches! Es ist Mord am eigenen Fleisch! 
Schlimmer als Mord! Foltern bei lebendigem Leib!” (194). This realisation 
initiates HINKEMANN’s first emotional breakdown, with which Toller sets 
the character’s journey in motion. After GRETE shows her despair about her 
husband’s depressive state and the living conditions she finds herself in, 
she eventually manages to convince HINKEMANN that she is “nicht gleich” 
(198) as other women who need physical love in order to be happy, and 
does not despise him because of his castration. Toller has HINKEMANN un- 
derstand this as a sign of love and react with enthusiasm, promising to find 
work and generate an income. He eventually takes on a job as the strong- 
man Homunkulus at a fair, as which he is once more objectified and ex- 
ploited as “Menschenmaterial” (200) for someone else’s profit. Society’s 
desire for strength and cruelty manifested in the audience’s admiration of 
Homunkulus becomes increasingly incompatible with HINKEMANN’s alter- 
ing post-war identity. When he cannot keep up the charade any longer and 
reveals his condition to his acquaintances, he is eventually laughed at and 
cast out. This turning point allows Toller to initiate the change that reveals 
the continuity of the pre-war mindset into the post-war era, which he uses 
to de-legitimise the propaganda narratives. 

It is in this context that the Heimkehrer status has the greatest influence 
on the de-legitimising strategies Toller applies. Through the origin of 
HINKEMANN’s emasculation, Toller introduces the war as an immanent as- 
pect into the play. By linking his development of a new understanding of 
humanity to the experiences HINKEMANN has with regards to his injury, 
Toller additionally emphasises the significance of HINKEMANN’s wartime 
experience for his altering mindset. The frequent references to 
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HINKEMANN’s pre-war personality, which Toller identifies with the mindset 
of the post-war society, allows the character to encounter and expose this 
mindset as a continuity that began before the war. In regards to Toller’s 
“Kritik der Gewalt’” (Schreiber, 204), as Birgit Schreiber correctly under- 
stands the play, the representation of the idea “daß die unendliche Fort- 
schreibung bzw. Fortsetzung der Gewalt auf die geleugnete und vergessene 
Gewalt der Vergangenheit zurückzuführen ist, welche gerade als verdräng- 
te die Gegenwart bestimmt” (204). In doing so, Toller defines 
HINKEMANN’s conflict with the society portrayed in the play not as a con- 
flict between different post-war responses, but as a fight between continua- 
tion and change. Consequently, society’s rejection of HINKEMANN’S 
progressed understanding of humanity as an intrinsic value exposes the in- 
humane nature of the old, unchanged mindset, allowing Toller to reveal 
what he diagnoses as ultimately having caused the war.?” The mindset he 
thus blames for the outbreak of the war thereby serves as a de- 
legitimisation of the propaganda narratives by exposing it as selfish and 
opportunistic, and the adulatory of power and strength, which directly con- 
trasts the image of the German people created by these narratives. 

One particular motif is especially important in this context: the motif of 
laughter.?”! Appearing in moments in which a suffering creature’s “Seele” 
(213) is exposed, laughter is the visible and audible symbol Toller uses to 
portray society’s disrespect for the value of humanity. The motif of the soul 
is therefore closely related to the concept of humanity. HINKEMANN refers 
to it whenever he speaks of the essence of people, that which really defines 
them. It appears for the first time in the pub-scene, in HINKEMANN’S dis- 
guised life story, through which Toller lets him realise what he is looking 
for and why he is so afraid of being laughed at. He shares the story of his 
injury, disguising it as the anecdote of an acquaintance but adding the hap- 
py end HINKEMANN is longing for. In this recounting, he ends up being “ei- 
ner, der reich ist, einer, der gliicklich ist. Und der Grund? Sein Weib 


27 Richard Dove emphasises that HINKEMANN is a victim of both the pre- and 
the post-war society, as both are based on the same mindset of “capitalism 
and militarism” (Dove, 219). While the continuity of the mindset he implies 
and the impossibility of any form of societal change without the progression 
of this mindset is correct, the victim status of HINKEMANN is more problem- 
atic (see Dove, 239-240). 

There are a variety of additional recurring motifs in the play. For example, 
the animal motif (see T. Hoffmann et al., 490) or the motif of circular struc- 
tures and movements (see Grunow-Erdmann, 130-131). Even the motif of 
laughter goes beyond the scope examined here. Its full complexity is indicat- 
ed by Torsten Hoffmann et al. and analysed in more detail by Birgit 
Schreiber (see T. Hoffmann et al., 490-491; Schreiber 216-223). 
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verachtete ihn nicht, sein Weib haßte ihn nicht [...] Das Weib hatte ... 
seine Seele lieb” (213). In opposition, Toller makes HINKEMANN see him- 
self as someone who “krank ist an seiner Seele” (211) and thereby creates 
the confrontation that allows him to make HINKEMANN realise that this 
sickness is not a result of his disfigurement but of society’s failure to see 
the human being behind it. 

At this point, Toller reveals the cause of the character’s emotional 
breakdowns. His emotional crisis in scene one is represented as the result 
of imagining GRETE standing behind the curtain and laughing at him spite- 
fully. The next emotional breakdown is set after PAUL GROSSHAHN tells 
him that GRETE allegedly laughed at him as she saw him performing as 
Homunkulus. Through HINKEMANN’s reaction to GROSSHAHN’s report that 
at first she was “geekelt ... dann hat sie gelacht” (214), Toller defines the 
pain caused by her disgust as second to that caused by her laughter. And 
the pub-scene, in which he confronts his protagonist with this revelation, 
continues to make use of this motif. HINKEMANN’s friends break out in 
laughter after hearing that the strong man Homunkulus is actually a “Eu- 
nuch” (215). For HINKEMANN, their laughter is another rejection of his 
post-war identity. Still suffering from the pain GRETE’s alleged reaction has 
caused him, he experiences the next emotional crisis. 


Da steht der Mensch allein 

Da tut sich ein Abgrund auf, der heißt: Ohne Trost 
Da wölbt sich ein Himmel, der heißt: Ohne Glück 
Da wächst ein Wald, der heißt: Hohn und Spott 
Da brandet ein Meer, das heißt: Lächerlich 

Da würgt eine Finsternis, die heißt: Ohne Liebe 
Was aber hilft da? (216). 


After HINKEMANN realises that post-war society has not progressed beyond 
the experiences of the war, he flees the pub and Toller then orchestrates an 
encounter with HINKEMANN’s fairground boss, in order to initiate the end 
of HINKEMANN’s attempt to fit into this society. 


Mir haben sie den Star gestochen. Ich bin sehend geworden! Bis auf den 
Grund sehe ich! Bis auf den nackten Grund. Die Menschen sehe ich! Die 
Zeit sehe ich! Herr Direktor, der Krieg ist wieder da! Die Menschen morden 
sich unter Gelächter! (218). 


The result of this realisation is represented in scene II/2. Introducing 


HINKEMANN’s mother and the story of his absent father, Toller demon- 
strates the level of understanding HINKEMANN has reached, as he is now 
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able to recognise what caused his mother to hate his father so much be- 
cause he can relate to it: 


HINKEMANN (nach einer Pause): Was war das Bitterste, Mutter? War es, daß 
er den Lohn vertrank, während du Hunger littest? 

DIE ALTE FRAU HINKEMANN: Nein. 

HINKEMANN: War es, daß er eine fremde Straßendirne sich nahm? 

DIE ALTE FRAU HINKEMANN: Nein. 

HINKEMANN: War es, daß er in dein Bett mit ihr sich legen wollte? 

DIE ALTE FRAU HINKEMANN: Nein. 

HINKEMANN: So war es, weil er lachte, als deine Seele sich wehrte im gro- 

Ben Schmerz? 

DIE ALTE FRAU HINKEMANN: Das war es, Eugen (225). 


Her revenge will be that once “sie ihn im Leichenwagen zum Friedhof hi- 
nausfahren”, she will “die Fenster verhängen und die Türen verschließen 
und nicht hinter seinem Sarg hergehen. (Triumphierend.) Fremde Men- 
schen sollen ihn begraben!” (225). At first, Toller appoints affects of re- 
venge to HINKEMANN that are similar to his mother’s. He initially plans to 
kill GRETE, but not “dafür, daß du einen anderen nahmst — das war dein 
Recht ... nicht dafür daß du mich belogst — das nahmst du dir als Recht ... 
sterben mußt du, weil du mich verlacht hast vor der Jahrmarktsbude!” 
(229). He can accept all other wrongdoings but after society has stigma- 
tised him and stripped him off all other values, he cannot forgive her de- 
valuation of his humanity. 

But before he can act, HINKEMANN realises that he is not the only crea- 
ture that suffers. Toller revives the eye motif that is already established by 
the blinding of the finch in the first scene of the play in the moment in 
which HINKEMANN recognises his own suffering in GRETE and realises suf- 
fering to be a pathological trait of the society he lives in. 


Die Augen kenne ich! ... Die Augen habe ich gesehen in der Fabrik ... die 
Augen habe ich gesehen in der Kaserne ... die Augen habe ich gesehen im 
Lazarett ... die Augen habe ich gesehen im Gefängnis. Das sind die selben 
Augen. Die Augen der gehetzten, der geschlagenen, der gepeinigten, der 
gemarterten Kreatur ... Ja, Gretchen ich dachte, du bist viel reicher als ich, 
und dabei bist du ebenso arm und ebenso hilflos ... Ja, wenn das so ist, wenn 
das so ist ... dann sind wir Bruder und Schwester. Ich bin du und du bist 
ich ... (229). 


By letting HINKEMANN’s own suffering lead to this realisation, Toller trans- 


forms the shot that emasculated HINKEMANN into “eine Frucht vom Baume 
der Erkenntnis” (231), which enables him to see behind the mask of the 
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people he initially wanted to belong to and realise that what he sees in the 
streets are “keine Menschen [...] ich sah Fratzen ... und Not ... sinnlose, 
unendliche Not der blinden Kreatur” (231). By making HINKEMANN’s inner 
change the requirement for his realisation, Toller defines the suffering as a 
consequence of the continuities within society, which denies the acceptance 
of the horrific experiences of many during the war. 

The horrors of war have caused HINKEMANN to understand the in- 
trinsic value of humanity and should have united all those who suffered, 
as they were all equally violated by the war. Even the person who shot 
him is in the same situation because “[e]r tat mir weh, und ein anderer tat 
ihm weh [...] Ein Geist sind wir, ein Leib” (232). Instead, the world re- 
mains the very same one as that which caused and experienced the war. 
But 


es gibt Menschen, die sehen das nicht. Und es gibt Menschen, die haben das 
vergessen. Im Krieg haben sie gelitten und haben ihre Herrn gehaßt und ha- 
ben gehorcht und haben gemordet! ... Alles vergessen ... Sie werden wieder 
leiden und werden wieder ihre Herrn hassen und werden wieder ... gehor- 
chen und werden wieder ... morden. So sind die Menschen ... Und kénnten 
anders sein, wenn sie wollten. Aber sie wollen nicht (232). 


By representing the post-war society as a continuation, in the last quote 
even a repetition, of the pre-war society, the corresponding mindset in the 
play can be used to expose the conditions of the society Toller blames for 
the war, ultimately allowing him to de-legitimise the Verteidigungskrieg 
narrative. 

Toller and Brecht both detect continuities in the post-war society and 
expose them in a similar way. Over the course of the plays, their Heim- 
kehrerfiguren progress and develop a mindset increasingly incompatible 
to that of the society they are confronted with. Because Toller and 
Brecht both make the wartime experiences of their protagonists the driv- 
ing force for their progression, their developing inner conflict reveals 
that the post-war society is stagnating in the same mindset that constitut- 
ed it before the outbreak of the war. Furthermore, this conflict reveals 
the conditions of this society. This representation supports the argument 
that Toller, as well as Brecht, sees the mindset of the time as the main 
driving force of the war and both ultimately use their Heimkehrerfiguren 
to uncover a society whose representation de-legitimises established 
propaganda narratives. 
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2.1.2 The Heimkehrer as a representation of continuity: Don Juan kommt 
aus dem Krieg 


The primary example for a Heimkehrerfigur as a direct representation of 
continuities reaching back into the pre-war era is Ödön von Horväth’s Don 
Juan kommt aus dem Krieg. By the time he wrote it, Horväth had seen the 
consequences of the mindset that he had described in his Sladek plays and 
what this led to. The promised cleansing effect of the war and the refocus 
on values like solidarity and cooperation failed to come true in this text and 
the people are portrayed as being just as egotistic as they were before. 

Don JUAN’s journey is therefore a journey of forgetting. “Die tragische 
Schuld Don Juans ist, daß er seine Sehnsucht immer wieder vergißt oder 
gar verhöhnt, und so wird er zum zynischen Opfer seiner Wirkung” (Hor- 
väth, Wiener Ausgabe 9, 379) is Horväth’s description of the way he con- 
stituted the character. It is essentially a mirror image of the structure of Der 
deutsche Hinkemann. The representation of HINKEMANN’s physical motion 
through the spaces of the play is circular and leads him back to where he 
set off from, while the development of the character’s mindset is linear, 
leaving the pre-war mindset behind and developing a new understanding. 
DON JUAN moves through the play’s spaces along a train line, leaving the 
trenches of WWI behind and ultimately reaching the grave of his idealised 
bride. His mindset, however, develops in a loop from the albeit superficial 
intention to change back to his pre-war state. Horvath lets DON JUAN in- 
creasingly forget his initial post-war resolutions and regress into his pre- 
war self.?” Directly after the end of the war, he “bildet sich ein, ein anderer 
Mensch geworden zu sein. Jedoch bleibt er, wie er ist” (379). The war only 
appears to have been an interruption, whose psychological and physical 
demands created a short-lived desire to change the way of life that ulti- 
mately led him into the war, but he soon returns to his old selt 77 Created 
as a “Don Juan unserer Zeit” (379), he represents the mindset of society. 
While this mindset regresses, the fictional time moves forward and Horvath, 
with the knowledge he has gained by 1936, exposes that the pre-war years 
are only a “scheinbar vergangene Zeit” (379). He thereby reveals continui- 
ties between the pre-war years, the time of inflation in which the play is set 
and in which “sich, auch im banalsten Sinne des Wortes, alle Werte 
verschoben haben” (379) and the time the play is written. Exposing these 
continuities through the regression of DON JUAN, Horvath de-legitimises 


272 Regression has been identified by Jürgen Schröder as a characteristic of 
Horvath’s late texts in general (see J. Schröder, Spätwerk, 57) but it is par- 
ticularly dominant in the representation of DON JUAN. 

23 See Kabic, 131. 
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the Verteidigungskrieg narrative by representing the egoism, utilitarianism 
and inhumanity of the mindset he makes responsible for the war. 

Although Don JUAN claims that he intends to change, Horvath does not 
equip him with the type of mindset that would accept transformation. Slavi- 
ja Kabic has convincingly argued that the attempts to find his ideal woman 
are, from the very beginning, nothing but a new chase for DON JUAN.” He 
remembers a woman that could have released him from his chase, but 
Horvath’s introduction to the play already defines his desire as a quest to 
find “die Vollkommenheit, also etwas, was es auf Erden nicht gibt” (379). 
In his initial attempt to leave this old self behind, DON JUAN does not real- 
ise that his idealised memory represents only a new longing for him to pur- 
sue. Once on this pursuit, DON JUAN eventually forgets his wish to 
overcome the attitude that made him forego the opportunity to settle down 
and which led him down a path that ultimately ended up in the war, at the 
end of which the play’s plot starts. 

By having DON JUAN chase a woman who is already dead, Horvath robs 
his pursuit of any hope for success and turns it into a chase after an 
unachievable ideal. At the end of the first act, a statement by the 
GROßMUTTER serves as a prophecy predicting that the "neue Zeit’”, the time 
of change, will be short-lived and will soon perish once “die alten Zeiten” 
(390) return. That DON JUAN will also fall back into his old selfish behaviour 
is indicated by Horvath in the next scene, the opening scene of the second 
act. He encounters a woman whom he had seduced before the war, and who 
predicts that he will not change and that this will ultimately be his end: 


9 


Don JUAN: (langsam) Ich glaub, ich bin durch diesen Krieg ein anderer ge- 
worden — 

WITWE: (höhnisch) Bei deinen Talenten? 

Don JUAN: Ich glaub, die hab ich verloren. 

WITWE: Nein. Du bleibst, wer du bist. 

Don JUAN: Ich bin es müde. 

WITWE: Man sollte dich ausrotten. 

Don JUAN: Ich weiß, ich bring den Damen nichts Gutes — (Er lächelt leise.) 
WITWE: Du wirst ihnen nicht entrinnen (392). 


Don JUAN’s rational understanding of the need to change after his experi- 
ences in the war is suppressed by his seductive and egoistic nature, which 
Horvath reveals through the motif of DON JUAN’s smiling throughout the 
play.” Representing the “ewige[n] Kampf zwischen Bewußtsein und Un- 


274 See Kabic, 129. 
275 A related motif is the motif of silence, which Horvath uses 61 times 
throughout the play (see Ropers, 128). Mirjam Ropers has analysed the 
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terbewußtsein” that Horväth called the “dramatische Grundmotiv aller 
meiner Stücke” (Horväth, Gesammelte Werke 11, 215), this constant smil- 
ing indicates DON JUAN’s regression as early as scene I/1. Simultaneously, 
it symbolises the subconscious acceptance of the inability to change that 
Horvath inscribes into the character in order to expose DON JUAN’s experi- 
ences of the war and the shock afterwards as a chapter in his life that does 
not ultimately change him. Instead, he remains who he always was, allow- 
ing Horvath to expose his mindset as representative of the mindset before 
the war. 

In scene I/1, DON JUAN is shown thanking one of the two SOUBRETTEN 
for reminding him of the woman whose heart he broke. He “lächelt” 
(Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 9, 383) while giving her a pack of cigarettes, the 
only trophy he won during the war. This is in itself a symbolic act, as 
Horvath indicates that DON JUAN no longer needs this particular wartime 
trophy now that the war is over and he can continue to collect women as 
trophies.” What could be understood as an expression of gratefulness 
thereby already carries connotations of deceit. Horvath enhances this im- 
pression by shifting to an increasingly devious use of the motif over the 
course of the play until it appears almost Mephistophelean when, at the 
peak of DON JUAN’s regression, he warns the older daughter of his landlord 
not to mistake him for “eine aufbauende Kraft” (409). 

This shift from unconscious expression to sinister acceptance is gradual 
and at times the metatext containing the motif implies both sets of affects. 
In the first act, Horvath writes in the stage direction that DON JUAN “lächelt 
leise” (384) when explaining to one of the women he had already seduced 
before the war that he did not die at the front lines but “war nur vermisst” 
(384). Similarly, he tells a prostitute that he is “[fJast” (387) married and he 
“grinst leise” (387) when telling her that he is faithful “[s]eit dem Krieg” 
(387). At the beginning of the second act, the shift starts to become more 
obvious. Despite still claiming that he has changed because of the war, the 
metatext again indicates that DON JUAN “/dchelt leise” when admitting that 


structure of the dialogues in the play and interprets this silence convincingly 
as a signal for the disparity between the speech of the characters and the un- 
derlying truth Horvath wants to express. Stefan Neuhaus, looking at other 
plays by Horvath, also sees the use of silence as a motif Horvath frequently 
uses to expose the truth behind the characters’ dialogues (see Neuhaus, 
Politisches Schreiben bei Horvath, 142). 

Kabic interprets this passage in a similar way, stating that the war, in which 
he could conquer nothing but a pack of cigarettes, was essentially only an in- 
terruption of DON JUAN’s pursuit of women and never really threatened to 
change him (see Kabic, 131). 
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he does “den Damen nichts Gutes” (392), and at the end of act two he 
“grinst” (407) when defining the young girl, a minor, who he is living with 
as future prey. Horvath then includes the diabolical version of the motif in 
the opening scene of the third act, where he “grins?” (409) when giving the 
older daughter of his landlord “ein Bündel Banknoten” (409), thereby es- 
tablishing his dominance over her. This scene is placed shortly before he 
has to flee from the accusations of abusing a minor, and thereby demon- 
strates that DON JUAN has almost completely forgotten about his resolution 
to change and has regressed into the mindset he initially wanted to over- 
come. 

The motif is also omnipresent in the last scene of the play. Again, DON 
JUAN “lächelt leise” (416) when his coat gets caught on the grave of his 
former lover and he imagines her laughter once his attempt to flee is 
stopped and his destiny is sealed. The MAGD “lächelt” (416) when she calls 
him a “Schneemann” (416) and so does he when surrendering to the com- 
forting cover of the snow that makes him feel “immer wärmer” (416). 
The smiling accompanies him from the first scene until the end, when he 
“lächelt leise” (417), while dying on his former lover’s grave. The smile is 
the physical manifestation of his seductive nature and allows Horvath to 
represent DON JUAN’s increasing acceptance of the characteristic that will 
ultimately be his downfall. 

Jürgen Schröder has pointed to the motif of longing for the paradisiac 
times of childhood that is typical for Horvath’s late texts and its relation to 
the disappointments of the war and the post-war times.?’® Yet Horvath does 
not only represent this desire to return to an innocent time but also the guilt 
of the time DON JUAN initially wants to escape. DON JUAN’s death is not 
simply represented as the fulfilment of a death wish. He “will fort” (416) 
from her grave after he remembers how his bride “aussieh[t]” (416). The 
concrete memory replaces the ideal he is chasing and makes his pursuit 
pointless. In making him try to walk away from his bride’s grave, Horvath 
has him turn to new seductions and renders his attempt to change an irre- 
versible failure. His death is therefore a salvation for both DON JUAN, the 
victim of his own mindset, and the women he would have exploited in his 
next conquests. In its immediate event, Horvath portrays the death to have 
been caused by the memory of the first woman DON JUAN destroyed, whose 


277 Horvath also uses the snowman motif for the Heimkehrer in Ein Kind un- 
serer Zeit, who also experiences the cold getting “warmer” (Horvath, Wiener 
Ausgabe 16, 522) as he freezes to death. In both texts, the snow cover is a 
protection and the characters ultimately welcome the relief death means to 
them (see also Haag, Der weiße Mantel, 65). 

278 See J. Schröder, Spätwerk, 68-70. 
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hand he imagines as holding him back, and by his following surrender to 
the warming snow.?” But essentially, it is a consequence of his pre-war 
mindset. “Alles wär anders geworden, hätte sie geantwortet” (415) might 
be DON JUAN’s conviction but by letting him chase somebody he had driv- 
en into insanity and ultimately death, Horvath denies DON JUAN this option 
and simultaneously defines the Heimkehrer’s pre-war actions as the real 
reason for his failure after the war. He thereby transforms the continuities 
he portrays through DON JUAN into a causality, extends it to the time the 
character represents, which is essentially the pre-war era, and ultimately 
uses it to de-legitimise the Verteidigungskrieg narrative. 

Because Horvath creates DON JUAN not simply as a victim of his de- 
sires but includes the unwillingness to change in his character, this causali- 
ty is enhanced. At the beginning of the second act, DON JUAN links the 
promised change and his faithfulness to the arrival of a letter: 


OBERIN: (fixiert ihn.) Sagen Sie: Auf was warten Sie denn schon seit acht 
Wochen? 

Don JUAN: Auf eine Antwort. Aber, wenn ich sie nicht bekomm — 

OBERIN: (fällt ihm ins Wort.) Was ist dann? 

Don JUAN: (grinst.) Nichts. Dann bleibt alles beim alten (391). 


In the very next scene, a letter revealed by one of the female characters 
proves that DON JUAN’s intention has already completely changed. Because 
his bride did not answer his letter, he has decided that he will “bleiben, wer 
ich bin” (393) and before even having finished the letter, he seduces the 
first woman. From the beginning, his intention to change is not an inde- 
pendent moral decision but dependent on the actions of his bride, and de- 
creases with the prospect of an answer. Not long after this scene, Horväth 
emphasises DON JUAN’s almost defiant regression into his pre-war self and 
makes sure that it becomes clear that he implies DON JUAN’s acceptance of 
this development by letting him acknowledge that he is “durch diesen 
Krieg ein besserer Mensch geworden, und erst jetzt im Frieden finde ich 
mich allmählich wieder —” (397). ‘Recovering himself’, or regressing, is 
represented as a desirable development and thereby implies that he is ac- 
countable for its consequences. 

Horvath links the glimpses of guilt that he lets appear in DON JUAN’s 
consciousness to another motif of affect-manifestation in the metatext. Re- 
peatedly throughout the play, DON JUAN is shown to turn around “als wiirde 
ihn wer verfolgen” (384) or while he “faßt sich ans Herz” (388). Most of the 


27 Ingrid Haag has called the snow a warming coat of protection, which in this 
context as well gains a double meaning (see Haag, Der weiße Mantel, 65). 


224 


© Copyright Erich Schmidt Verlag GmbH & Co. KG, Berlin 2021. Open Access. Creative Commons-Lizenz 4.0 (BY-NC-ND). 


Continuity as means of de-legitimisation in ‘Heimkehrer’ plays 


time, this happens in situations in which he engages with people somehow 
connected to his bride and who know what he did. Horvath uses the motifs 
as representations of subconscious affects of guilt and even remorse and the 
frequency of their appearance correlates with the increasing regression into 
old habits. The affective manifestations of deceit and guilt therefore signpost 
DON JUAN’s regression in a way that is similar to Toller’s use of emotional 
breakdowns to signpost HINKEMANN’s progression. Both authors use them in 
scenes in which they expose a truth the characters themselves are not yet 
able to see, or which they at least decide not to acknowledge, and thereby 
emphasise moments in which the characters’ self-perception is distinct from 
what the external recipient is supposed to perceive. 

The way in which Horvath created this old self exposes characteristics 
that he saw present in the society that caused the war. Unlike Toller and 
Brecht, Horvath diagnosed this time not by increasingly distancing his 
Heimkehrer from the continuities of society, but by letting him regress into 
a pre-war mindset. In all three plays, however, the Heimkehrer is used to 
expose the mindset of a society that accepts and supports an event that is 
seen by all authors of the discourse of de-legitimisation as catastrophic. 
The conflict between the individual and their circumstances which is im- 
manent in most Heimkehrerdramen engages with important aspects of the 
literary discourse of de-legitimisation and can thereby further inform the 
understanding of the entire discourse. 


2.2 The representation of the mindset that caused the war through the 
post-war perspective of the Heimkehrer 


The plays portray a society that has been shaken up by the events of the 
war and its aftermath. Characters like Brecht’s BALICKES and MURK have 
profited from the war, Toller’s BUDENBESITZER from the conditions after its 
end. DON JUAN also exploits the situations in which he finds the women he 
seduces. This indicates that all these authors detected the continuation of 
society’s division into privileged and disadvantaged classes, a division that 
dominated the hierarchical system of the Wilhelmine Empire. But they also 
saw the shake-up society underwent during and after the war. They portray 
characters who have climbed or fallen down the social ladder and thereby 
reveal that the desire of people of all classes is to climb to the top of the 
hierarchy in order to enjoy the privileges. Representing the desire for indi- 
vidual success and the exploitative methods people apply to achieve it as a 
continuity of the pre-war era allows them to diagnose these pathological 
traits as a reason for the outbreak of the war. Similarly to Kraus, they re- 
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veal that the societal conditions were the decisive prerequisites under 
which the war was possible in the first place. 

These continuities are used to de-legitimise the propaganda narratives. 
The desire for personal and national prestige is represented as a motivation 
for the war effort, thereby de-legitimising the Verteidigungskrieg narrative. 
The representation of the Kriegsgewinnler’s opportunistic and exploitative 
methods in gaining and securing their positions exposes not only the pre- 
tence of the claimed solidarity of the German people but also their propa- 
gated diligent and peaceful nature. The admiration of power and strength 
which the plays uncover as an underlying societal desire and the utilitarian 
and violent nature of the post-war society that, exposed as a continuity of 
the pre-war mindset, further de-legitimises the propaganda narratives ofthe 
moral and innocent German people. 


2.2.1 “Soldaten! Soldaten! Hurra! Hurra!” — the persistence of Wilhelmine 
militarism 


The infamous Wilhelmine militarism is often used as a symbol for the 
structure and spirit of the pre-war era and became one of the most direct 
examples of continuities represented in post-WWI plays. One of the dif- 
ficulties faced by the young Weimar Republic was that many representa- 
tives and supporters of the old system remained in important positions, 
especially within the police and the newly formed, though numerically 
small, Reichswehr led by Gustav Noske.”*° These continuities created the 
paradoxical situation that the security of the young republic was in the 
hands of its own opponents and even enemies.”*! Furthermore, the fact 
that many of the old monarchical and military decision makers, against 
whom they had revolted, were still in positions of power, created suspi- 
cion amongst the people. The Heimkehrerdramen of the discourse of de- 
legitimisation represent this development in different ways. Horvath uses 
the Heimkehrerfigur itself to expose the continuity of this mindset, while 
Brecht and Toller have the Heimkehrer encounter other characters that 
represent this continuity. In all cases, these plays inscribe the post-war 
society with a way of thinking with which it had been indoctrinated dur- 
ing the Wilhelmine era. Thus, they expose the continuity of an ideology 


280 Jan Knopf’s interpretation that Noske is the role model for FRIEDRICH MURK 
in Trommeln in der Nacht seems too far-fetched, despite the vague similari- 
ties he quotes (see Knopf, 56). 

281 See Käppner, 378-383. 
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that they understood as having played a significant role in the outbreak 
of the war äi 

In Horvath’s Sladek plays, this continuity is represented by the 
HAUPTMANN. Historically, the military leaders of the Schwarze Reichswehr 
were former WWI officers.’ The HAUPTMANN in the Sladek plays is the 
literary representation of these former officers and clearly displays the 
mindset of the old officer’s class.”®* The character, however, cannot main- 
tain the discipline of his troops as he has lost his former authority. Horvath 
reveals this by letting one of the soldiers, RUBEZAHL, threaten to beat his 
alleged superior with a belt “daß dir das Gott-mit-uns in der Fresse steht” 
(Horväth, Wiener Ausgabe 2: schwarze Armee, 135) and thereby degrades 
him to the level of a mere child. The Fememord of ANNA is also not or- 
dered by the officer but decided by the soldiers, while the HAUPTMANN is 
simply informed because otherwise “weint der General” (127). Further- 
more, the “maßgebende Stelle” (134) controls his movements and even de- 
cides when he and his troops are allowed to begin “zu existieren” (134). 
These are examples of the methods with which Horväth characterises the 
anachronistic character of the HAUPTMANN’s faith in the military chain of 
command. Stripping the character of any actual power, while letting him 
still believe in the authority of his rank, he exposes the extent to which the 
officers of the Wilhelmine army were indoctrinated with a mindset that re- 
volves around the blind acceptance of hierarchy and rank. Through the 
HAUPTMANN’s demands, although he leaves them mostly unfulfilled, 


282 Right-wing plays like Curt Corinth’s (1894-1960) Sektion Rahnstetten from 
1930 also represent this continuity. Although not partaking in the discourse 
of de-legitimisation and despite lamenting the lack of militaristic discipline 
and honour, they portray the persistence of this ideology in the mindset of 
people from underground societies which many of their Heimkehrerfiguren 
represent. From today’s point of view, knowing about the rise of an autocrat- 
ic system like the Third Reich, it emphasises the role this mindset plays in 
the emergence of dictatorships and ultimately of war. This confirms plays of 
the discourse of de-legitimisation in their portrayal of this particular continu- 
ity as a precondition for the outbreak of WWI and supports their use of it as 
a means to de-legitimise the Verteidigungskrieg narrative. 

Horvath had access to a number of sources, including witness reports pro- 
vided by the Deutsche Liga fiir Menschenrechte, in whose offices he spent a 
lot of time in the mid-1920s (see Riising, 151). 

The character is said to be based on the historical person Major Ernst 
Buchrucker (see Kampelmüller/Prantner, 23-24). There are certainly paral- 
lels between the character and historical person but it seems more beneficial 
to focus on the mindset the character represents than to analyse whether or 
not there was a particular historical inspiration. 
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Horvath uncovers the inhumanity of the mindset of these officers and uses 
it as a means to de-legitimise the narrative of equality and respect that 
propaganda used to define the German Verteidigungskrieg as an honoura- 
ble form of warfare. 

Similarly to the way Kraus portrays officers, Horvath exposes the 
HAUPTMANN’s dehumanising attitude towards his men. Seeing his soldiers 
as Menschenmaterial, who are not supposed “selbstständig zu denken” 
(132), the HAUPTMANN continues the traditional division between officer 
and common men. Later in the play, when surrounded by the troops of the 
republic, he is, just like the officers represented in Die letzten Tage der 
Menschheit, willing to sacrifice the life of the men on both sides and would 
rather “deutsches Blut vergießen” (144) than surrender. The represented 
characteristic of a typical Wilhelmine officer is used to expose the guilt of 
those who demanded the soldiers should do their “Pflicht” (133) in battle 
and be bound to “Gehorchen. Bedingungslos” (133). Furthermore, Horvath 
portrays the de-individualising character of this system that sees its soldiers 
as part of the war machine: “Dreitausend Sladeks sind erst ein Regiment. 
Du bist nur ein Teil. Selbständige Teile sind überflüssig, also schädlich, 
also werden sie vernichtet” (132). Paradoxically, being part of this de- 
individualised war machine includes accepting personal culpability and ac- 
countability since for “das Vaterland muß jeder Soldat jede Schuld tragen. 
Jederzeit” (133).°% This again represents how deeply embedded the milita- 
ristic spirit is in the minds of the former officers. Through the exposure of 
the nature of this mindset, Horväth de-legitimises not only the mytholo- 
gised identity of “Moralismus” and “Soldatentum” (Mann, 38), but also the 
fatherly relationship between officers and their men that had been con- 
structed in many plays of the discourse of legitimisation as a manifestation 
ofthe uniting character of the war. 

The grotesque appearance of the war-cripples in Toller’s Hinkemann 
also demonstrates how internalised blind obedience was in many soldiers. 
For the first print edition of the text, Toller moved this episode to scene II/3, 
where it interrupts the dialogue between GRETE and GROSSHAHN just as 
Toller has them discover that HINKEMANN is Homunkulus. In this scene, 
Toller reveals GROSSHAHN’s true nature and outs him as a representative of 
the inhumanity he saw existing at the time. This inhumanity, however, ini- 
tiates GRETE’s recognition of the solitude her husband, who is forced to 


285 The context of the play suggests that Horvath uses this paradox to highlight 
the contradicting argumentation of many officers, who demanded full loyalty 
of their soldiers during the war but tried to blame the atrocities they them- 
selves were accused of on their men, by excusing them as cases of individual 
misconduct. 


228 


© Copyright Erich Schmidt Verlag GmbH & Co. KG, Berlin 2021. Open Access. Creative Commons-Lizenz 4.0 (BY-NC-ND). 


Continuity as means of de-legitimisation in ‘Heimkehrer’ plays 


hide his castration in order to be accepted, is experiencing. With GRETE’s 
reaction, Toller draws the physical constitution of HINKEMANN into the 
scene in order to enhance the contrast that the appearance of the war crip- 
ples provides.?8° HINKEMANN’s injury is invisible and although it can be 
disguised, he struggles with a broken mind. Toller juxtaposes HINKEMANN 
with characters with clearly visible injuries, “einarmige und einbeinige 
Kriegsinvaliden”, whom he shows “/[u]nbekümmert” singing a “Soldaten- 
lied’ (Toller, Werke 1, 205). This contrast is used to emphasise 
HINKEMANN’S crisis as the consequence of his overcoming of his pre-war 
identity, while the cripples have maintained their old, obedient spirits and 
seem to be at peace with their situation. This juxtaposition confirms the 
continuities evident in the mindsets of the others, which Toller ultimately 
uses to de-legitimise the propaganda narratives, and which simultaneously 
alienates HINKEMANN’s latently emerging humanity. 

Describing the scene in a very grotesque way, Toller evokes affects of 
estrangement connected to the spirit they represent. Facing each other, each 
of the cripples claims the spot on which they meet would be ““[s]Jein Re- 
vier’” (206) and they all, again “singend und spielend” (206), start to march 
against each other “wie auf einen Befehl hin” (206). Since nobody seems to 
have a clear advantage over the rest, they crash into each other, are “/vJom 
Aufprall zurtickgeschleudert’, only to mindlessly march “von neuem 
aufeinander los” (206), with the very same outcome to be expected. Toller 
structures the scene as a parody of the repetitive and senseless charges of 
trench warfare before having the police appear to put an end to it.?8” He has 
this ““Staatsautorität!”” call the “‘Alte Soldaten!’” to “Ruhe und Ordnung!” 
(206) and lets the invalids march “in strammer Haltung davon’ (206) as they 
sing another soldier song. He replaces the militaristic autocracy of the pre- 
war period with the authority of police forces but maintains the militaristic 
obedience of the veterans, who, despite their personal experiences in the war, 
still keep their “frühere starre und rohe Mentalität” (D. Klein, 104). 

The three songs they sing during this episode emphasise the signifi- 
cance of this scene for Toller’s portrayal of the continuity of an especially 
Wilhelmine-esque spirit. When charging at each other, the invalids sing 
lines from the Heckerlied. The song is named after the revolutionary Frie- 
drich Hecker and his role in the Badischen Revolution of 1848/1849. It was 
revived at the end of WWI as a song of and for the rebelling soldiers and 
found its way into the repertoire of the proletariat.’ Toller frames this 


286 See D Klein, 104. 

287 See Dove, 223. 

288 Tt was later also used by anti-revolutionary troops as a mockery of the revo- 
lution of 1918 and appeared at the beginning of the 1920s in an anti-Semitic 
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song with two old soldier’s songs, creating a structure that represents the 
invalids’ development. Having them start with a song which represents 
their soldierly spirit before singing about rebellion against their military 
leaders, to ultimately return to another soldiers’ song Toller suggests the 
return of the pre-war spirit after a brief moment of rebellion.?®° 

Brecht also uses a song in the fourth act of Trommeln in der Nacht to 
simultaneously represent the abuse of authority over subjects and subordi- 
nates and the blind obedience to this authority.” The act begins with the 
“Moritat vom toten Soldaten” (Brecht 1, 211), which Gudrun Tabbert- 
Jones rightly calls a “Kommentar zum Stiick” (Tabbert-Jones, 70). The re- 
petitive and monotonous melody of a Moritat symbolises the repetition of 
old structures and allows Brecht to emphasise the represented mindset as a 
continuity of these. The song tells the story of a dead soldier, who decides 
to die “den Heldentod” (Brecht 1, 230/6) and who is then dug up to under- 
go a physical that deems him “k. v.” (230/25) — ready for duty — after 
which the soldier “so wie er’s gelernt” (232/18) once more marches “in den 
Heldentod” (232/19). It is a clear statement which exposes the brutality of 
the Wilhelmine militarism, which does not restrain from anything to 
achieve its goals. Considering the exploitative nature with which Brecht 
constructed the march of the revolutionaries, it is telling that he chooses the 
character GLUBB to present the song.?”! He thereby expands the meaning of 
the song beyond militaristic exploitation and links it with the exploitative 
methods of the revolution, or any other ideology for that matter, demon- 
strating the ever returning character of this mindset.”” 

Probably Brecht’s most genuine revolutionary character within this 
play, it seems at first a strategy to make the critique of Wilhelmine obedi- 
ence more convincing. However, he later exposes GLUBB’s own officer- 


version (see Kohlstruck/Scheffler, 142-145). This implicitly extends the rep- 

resentation of the mindset of the soldierly invalids to that of the reactionary 

forces of later years. 

On another level of interpretation, the choice of the Heckerlied, whose anti- 

Semitic versions were also sung by explicitly anti-republican forces (see 

Kohlstruck/Scheffler, 143), represents the continuity of a monarchic mindset 

into the society of the Weimar Republic. 

Jürgen Hillesheim correctly points out that the song ridicules the German 

soldier but also portrays him as the victim of an indoctrinated system (see 

Hillesheim, 28). 

291 Tn the version of 1953, Brecht further emphasised that GLUBB is perhaps the 
only character from the Schnapsdestille who actually shares the ideals of the 
revolution by explicitly making GLUBB’s nephew KRAGLER’s newly includ- 
ed counterpart. 

292 See also Hillesheim, 28; 61-65; Bathrick, 62; 78. 
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like character by having him lead KRAGLER and the others to their deaths 
for his ideology, demonstrating that obedience is not just limited to the mil- 
itary sphere but is a general condition of the German mindset,” portraying 
this particular aspect of the Wilhelmine mindset as yet another continuity 
that allows Brecht to expose the militaristic nature of the pre-war society. 


2.2.2 “Mein Gatte war Universitätsprofessor” — the continued admiration 
for prestige and status 


A desire the plays represent to be immanent in both the military and the 
civilian parts of society is the longing for prestige. According to the play, 
this longing is not simply a development of the post-war era and a conse- 
quence of the German defeat but in fact another continuity reaching back 
into the time before the outbreak of the war. Horvath, for example, exposes 
it through the character FRANZ, a pacifist and prisoner of the Reichswehr. 
When FRANZ is questioned by the HAUPTMANN in the second act, Horvath 
has the officer identify his opponent’s pacifism, describing him as a 
“Schuft ohne vaterlandisches Verantwortungsgefühl” (Horvath, Wiener 
Ausgabe 2: schwarze Armee, 137). In this dialogue, Horvath ultimately ex- 
poses the concept of the fatherland as nothing more than a disguise for the 
military’s craving for recognition that motivates the hawkish behaviour 
with which they provoked the war. “Das Volk ist das Vaterland” he has 
FRANZ exclaim, “und Krieg ist das größte Verbrechen am Volk” (137) be- 
cause “[w]as das Volk aufbaut, wird zerstört” (137). 

Responsible for the war and the destruction of the people’s achieve- 
ments is, so FRANZ, the “Größenwahn der Berufssoldaten und die rück- 
sichtslose Kalkulation verrückter Aktionäre!” (137). Furthermore, FRANZ 
represents the mindset of the pre-war era as sunken in the “Schlamm nied- 
rigster Instinkte” and dominated by the “verbrecherischen Wahnsinn der 
Raubstaaten” (137). The self-referentiality that Horvath assigns to the of- 
ficer’s motivation is confirmed by the HAUPTMANN’s men, who refuse to 
follow him to die on “dem Felde [s]einer privaten Ehre” (145) or, extend- 
ing the refusal beyond the HAUPTMANN to the entirety of the officer class, 
any “Felde eurer sogenann-ten Ehre!” (145). Similarly to Kraus, Horväth 


293 Although the uniform as a central motif is missing in GLUBB’s case, it is 
reminiscent of the tradition of the Hauptmann von Köpenick. Although the 
most famous literarisation of the topic by Carl Zuckmayer was not published 
until 1931, a first drama, titled Der Hauptmann von Köpenick. Ein Lustspiel 
in vier Aufzügen, had already been written in 1906 by Hans von Lavarenz. 


231 


© Copyright Erich Schmidt Verlag GmbH & Co. KG, Berlin 2021. Open Access. Creative Commons-Lizenz 4.0 (BY-NC-ND). 


The discourse of de-legitimisation 


de-legitimises the Verteidigungskrieg narrative by representing the desire 
of “Berufssoldaten” (137) to increase the prestige of their class in war. 

With the MUTTER and the ERSTE DAME Horvath portrays two civilian 
characters who represent the importance society places on prestige. By 
making them characters who have socially fallen and risen respectively, he 
can demonstrate that this mindset does not disappear with the loss of social 
status but that it is often adopted with its gain, instead of acknowledging its 
volatility. The MUTTER, DON JUAN’s landlord, for example, remains in her 
old bourgeois frame of mind, despite having lost the financial and societal 
position that defines it. Although now widowed, she is still caught up in her 
old life as the wife of a professor and the wealth and prestige that comes 
with this position. By having her younger daughter mockingly call her 
“Frau Professor” (Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 9, 395), Horvath exposes the 
high self-image that he has given her. Keeping her daughter from pursuing 
a career as a dancer because “eine Tochter als Tänzerin” is “nicht vornehm 
genug” (395) for a person of her status confirms this identity. The damage 
Horvath potentially sees in this pathological form of pride is further em- 
phasised by the fact that he makes the MUTTER’s clinging to old values ul- 
timately responsible for bringing DON JUAN into their lives, as they would 
not have had to rent out the room if she had supported her daughter’s career 
in dancing. 

Her old fashioned mindset is further exposed when Horvath introduces 
her older daughter into the scene. The MUTTER does not take seriously that 
her daughter “die Welt verbessern [will]” (396) and is portrayed as seeing 
her “‘Ideale’” simply as “verrückt” (397). When the younger daughter re- 
minds her of a letter in which the MUTTER’s deceased husband had told her 
to let “Gretl lernen, was sie will” because “es kommen andere Zeiten” 
(395), the MUTTER ignores her, just as she had ignored her husband’s ad- 
vice. She blames her daughters’ whims on the fact that the strict hand of 
their father, a Wilhelmine bourgeois man, was absent in their upbringing. 
When finally having her complain about “[s]oviel Opfer, soviel Leid” (398), 
Horvath not only completes the representation of her old fashioned values 
but includes the portrayal of the responsibility of this mindset for the out- 
break of the war and thereby de-legitimises the Verteidigungskrieg narra- 
tive. Her critique of all the sacrifices does not extend to the cruelty of the 
war itself, nor to the fate of its victims. Her only regret is that it made her 
life “schlechter” (398). The implicated inversion of this argument, that the 
bourgeois mindset would have accepted the repetition of these sacrifices, if 
it had bettered their situation, is represented by Horväth in this scene. 

The MUTTER’s fall from her privileged position is juxtaposed by a so- 
cial climber represented by the ERSTE DAME in scene II/4, who is trying to 
adapt to the upper-class etiquettes that she had no doubt previously ob- 
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served in her old life as a “Gouvernante” (398). Now that she has risen up 
to become the wife of an “Inflationsgewinnle[r]” (398), Horvath has her 
remind others “zu berücksichtigen, daß Sie sich im Hause eines Syndikus 
befinden, der seit vierzehn Tagen die rechte Hand der Regierung —” (400). 
By having the DRITTE DAME remind her host that her husband owes his 
new position to bribery, Horvath represents not only opportunism but also a 
mindset that equates personal esteem with one’s position in society. And in 
combination, the exchange in status but not attitude between the MUTTER 
and the ERSTE DAME exposes this attitude as a continuity of pre-war condi- 
tions. 

The awkwardness with which Brecht characterises the attempts of the 
families BALICKE and MURK to adopt etiquettes which they see fit for peo- 
ple in their newly gained societal position also exposes what Brecht sees as 
typical bourgeois behaviour. The rather comical representation clearly 
shows these characters as social climbers who cannot shake their lower- 
class heritage. Brecht provides them with a rather vulgar language typically 
associated with the proletariat, and describes HERR BALICKE as not yet 
adapted to his new delicate clothes, having him literally soak his fine shirts 
in sweat multiple times in the play. Everything Brecht has the characters do 
appears as a clumsy imitation of the bourgeois behaviour they had experi- 
enced before the war, which allows Brecht to dissect the mindset of this 
class over the course of the two acts in which they appear. By using the 
Kriegsgewinnler BALICKE and MURK to represent the mindset of this class, 
Brecht exposes it as merely a characteristic of their social position, which is 
adopted by whoever becomes part of it. He thereby introduces the motif of 
continuity early on, which allows him to expose the nature of this mindset 
not only as a post-war phenomenon but also as an immanent part of the 
pre-war society. This structure ultimately enables him to use the character- 
istic he assigns to the bourgeoisie as a tool to de-legitimise the propaganda 
narratives. 

One of the features he includes in the opening act of the play is the pre- 
tentious admiration of the fatherland that BALICKE claims “ergreift” him 
when he hears “Deutschland, Deutschland tiber alles” (Brecht 1, 183) on 
the gramophone.” His calls for more “Realpolitik”, of which Brecht lets 
him claim “es uns in Deutschland [fehlt]” (197), furthers this image. 
Meanwhile, his wife frequently and without actually understanding the 


294 Gudrun Tabbert-Jones comes to a similar conclusion. Brecht uses the gram- 
ophone to introduce songs that juxtapose the characters’ behaviour and 
thereby emphasise its pretence. Besides the Deutschlandlied, he uses a 
church-song-come-love-song, while trying to marry his daughter off for 
business and telling her to forget about love (see Tabbert-Jones, 66-68). 
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ramifications of her actions parrots propagandistic cliches. The Picadillybar, 
which, as Brecht includes, was renamed to “Cafe Vaterland” (184), fits this 
image as replacing names in foreign languages with nationalistic German 
names demonstrates the pseudo-patriotism that Karl Kraus had previously 
mocked as a characteristic of bourgeois Kriegsgewinnler. The pride Brecht 
lets MURK take in his new “Stiefel” (197) initially seems to serve a similar 
purpose. With this motif, however, Brecht reveals the opportunistic and 
essentially brutal methods with which the war profiteers of the likes of 
BALICKE and MURK have gained their position. He uses the representation 
of these methods not only to characterise them and de-legitimise the unity 
narrative but also to demonstrate the nature of the bourgeoisie of the pre- 
war era in order to expose the narrative of the humble, diligent and peace- 
ful German people as a lie. 


2.2.3 “Der Sau Ende ist der Wurst Anfang!” — opportunism and 
exploitation 


The first two acts of Trommeln in der Nacht are dominated by the portrayal 
of the Bourgeoisie and their role within society. As discussed above, by 
using Kriegsgewinnler to represent this role, Brecht predefines the nature 
of his characters and the methods with which they gain and secure their po- 
sitions as an exploitation of the war and of the people who had to actually 
fight it. “Der Krieg” he lets BALICKE admit, has him “auf den berühmten 
griinen Zweig gebracht!” (Brecht 1, 183). Its outbreak was essentially “ein 
Glück” that brought them into a position of “Sicherheit” (183). These 
statements confirm the opportunistic nature with which Brecht imbues the 
character. He is represented as having grabbed his fortune because it “lag ja 
auf der Straße, warum’s nicht nehmen, wäre zu irrsinnig. Nähm’s eben ein 
anderer. Der Sau Ende ist der Wurst Anfang!” (183). 

BALICKE is also used to introduce the empty clichés that are so fre- 
quently portrayed in Die letzten Tage der Menschheit and thereby exposes 
the propaganda under whose cover they pursued their opportunistic en- 
deavours. Brecht lets BALICKE define KRAGLER’s suffering as a fight “für 
Kaiser und Reich” (196), repeat the clichés of the army standing “im Gra- 
nathagel” like “Eisen”, and claim “[u]nsere Armee hat Gewaltiges geleistet. 
Sie ist lachend in den Heldentod gezogen” (196). Offering KRAGLER a ci- 
gar, a token of the position he was able to gain because of the suffering of 
people like KRAGLER, is another way in which Brecht exposes the frivolity 
that underlines the position represented by BALICKE. These representations 
allow him to reveal the economic interests in the war and the ruthlessness 
with which the bourgeoisie took advantage of the situation. Furthermore, 
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Brecht emphasises the emptiness of the clichés in a sense that is reminis- 
cent of Karl Kraus’ language critique and thereby de-legitimises the propa- 
ganda narrative. 

Using the character of MURK, Brecht intensifies his representation of 
the methods with which the Kriegsgewinnler gained their position. He has 
MURK express this by claiming: “Ellenbögen muß man haben, genagelte 
Stiefel muß man haben und ein Gesicht und nicht hinabschauen” (182). 
This is the way in which “[u]nser ganzes Deutschland” is “heraufgekom- 
men!” (182). It has “[n]icht immer Handschuhe an den Händen, aber harte 
Arbeit immer” (182). By including this reference to German diligence, 
Brecht represents the usual excuse Kriegsgewinnler use to justify their new 
wealth and uses MURK’s justification that he is “zwanzig Jahre in 
Dachzimmern geflackt, gefroren bis auf die Knochen” (186), to imbue 
MURK’s behaviour with an aspect of revenge for his own suffering that 
serves as a self-justification for his alleged right to take what he wants. 

Through the previously mentioned Stiefel motif, Brecht exposes that 
the reality of the upwards climb through social classes is that it is dominat- 
ed by kicking downwards with “genagelte[n] Stiefel[n]” (182), so that one 
can afford the status symbol of the “Knopfstiefeln” (186). By situating 
KRAGLER’s first appearance right after this dialogue, Brecht confronts the 
profiteers with the victims whose sacrifices enabled them to make their for- 
tunes. This situation is essentially also the reason why MURK can seduce 
and impregnate KRAGLER’s bride ANNA. 

MURK’s opportunism is further exposed by Brecht through his pro- 
posed marriage to ANNA, which is simply another way of securing his busi- 
ness and his position for the future. He wants to be 


[iln Schweiß gebadet, die Augen zu, Fäuste geballt, daß die Nägel ins 
Fleisch schneiden. Schluß! Sicherheit! Wärme. Kittel ausziehen! Ein Bett, 
das weiß ist, breit, weich! Am Fenster vorbei, schaut er, fliegend, hinaus. 
Her mit dir: Ich mache die Fäuste auf, ich sitze im Hemd in der Sonne, ich 
habe dich (186). 


With this hand gesture of relief, made famous by Gustav Aschenbach in 
Thomas Mann’s Tod in Venedig as a gesture that symbolises an inner 
change of ethical relevance, Brecht represents MURK’s desire to now be 
able to trade the Kittel of a worker for the Hemd of a bourgeois. 

However, with KRAGLER’s return on the evening of MURK’s and 
ANNA’s engagement, Brecht endangers the war profiteers’ anticipated tri- 
umph and manages to use their reaction to this threat as another means of 
de-legitimising the propaganda narratives by exposing the bourgeois mind- 
set. Over the rest of the first three acts, Brecht represents the bourgeoisie’s 
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attempts to put KRAGLER into a position in which they can control him. In 
order to expose the methods of the bourgeoisie as exploitative of the sol- 
diers, Brecht repeatedly uses vocabulary that invokes livestock. He has 
MURK call the entire situation around KRAGLER’s return a “Hun- 
dekomödie” (195) and his competitor a “Schwein” (198). Mother BALICKE 
is provided with the same expression (201) and father BALICKE simply re- 
fers to KRAGLER as “Vieh” (200). Aside from functioning as insults, this 
category of animal metaphor is used by Brecht to liken the bourgeois at- 
tempt to control KRAGLER to the process of controlling livestock that is 
ruled over and utilised. 

As previously discussed, Brecht links the exploitation of KRAGLER by 
the bourgeoisie in the first three acts to his exploitation by the revolutionar- 
ies in the last two acts. Der BESOFFENE MENSCH, whom he meets in the 
Schnapsdestille emphasises KRAGLER’s livestock-status by comparing him 
to a “Kalb” (213) running after the coach carrying his bride. GLUBB later 
refers to those who might fall in the fights as “ersäufte Katzen” (226) and 
AUGUSTE calls KRAGLER a “Schwein” (227) when he refuses to follow and 
instead wants to go his own way. 

ANNA is in a similar situation. She is supposed to marry someone she 
does not love for the benefit of others, and both her family and, later, the 
crowd from the Schnapsdestille expect her to play a certain role. For her 
family, she is an asset in their business expansion and for the revolutionar- 
ies, she is a spoiled bourgeois woman, who betrays KRAGLER and allegedly 
makes him reject the revolution which is fighting to overthrow the reign of 
families like hers. Consequently, the revolutionaries try to villainise her by 
also calling her a “Schwein” (227) and an “Aas”. 

The initial acceptance of the role of the exploited by KRAGLER himself 
is represented by the self-image Brecht imbues him with. He lets KRAGLER 
remember being shipped off to Africa in “Viehwägen” (200; 213) and rep- 
resents his return to ANNA as coming home “wie ein altes Tier” (193). 
Brecht links the creation of this self-image to KRAGLER’s war time experi- 
ences, when he was under the mercy of superiors, waiting in the trenches 
like “Aas” (214) and later held under water “wie Katzen” (214). The choice 
of these expressions establishes an identification of KRAGLER’s past expe- 
riences with the way the revolutionaries treat him, for which Brecht uses 
the same imagery. Furthermore, in these recollections of KRAGLER’s, 
Brecht represents the role of Kriegsgewinnler like MURK, who made the 
soldiers feel like “Stiere” (215) forced to fight for them. The use of the an- 
imal metaphor in KRAGLER’s self-description is also important because it 
allows Brecht to prepare for his self-liberation, by portraying ANNA’s deci- 
sion to follow KRAGLER as a consequence of the realisation that her lover 
was beaten “wie ein Stiick Tier” (209). Consequently, Brecht culminates 
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the progress that leads to ANNA’s self-liberation in the scream that she is 
“kein Tier!” (220). 

GRETE HINKEMANN’s realisation comes at a similar point in the play. 
PAUL GROSSHAHN tries to convince her to come with him but she, having 
seen her husband as Homunkulus and understood the exploitative situation 
in which he has put himself, understands, as Lisa Marie Anderson points 
out, that this is a consequence of the time they live in: “Was konnte er fiir 
den Schuß! Schuld habe ich, daß ich ihn in den Krieg ziehen ließ! Schuld 
hat seine Mutter! Schuld hat eine Zeit, in der es sowas gibt!” (Toller, Werke 
1, 205).””® Up until then, GRETE represented, as Frühwald points out, one of 
the people who was blinded by “Unkenntnis und Nichtwissen” (Frühwald, 
Hinkemann, 153). She recognises her husband’s solitude within a society 
that does not value his humanity and thereby serves as an additional wit- 
ness to the anachronistic conditions within Germany, while all others who 
were complicit in the war that broke the bodies and minds of millions take 
no responsibility and instead continue on as they were. 

When Brecht lets KRAGLER finally realise that he is about to get 
dragged into another fight for somebody else’s cause, he also uses an ani- 
mal metaphor to represent KRAGLER’s refusal to follow: “Ich lasse mich 
nicht noch im Hemd in die Zeitungen schleifen. Ich bin kein Lamm mehr” 
(Brecht 1, 225). By juxtaposing the change in KRAGLER’s situation, repre- 
sented by the swap from a soldier’s uniform to a civilian’s shirt, with the 
continuity of his exploitation by others, Brecht fulfils the purpose of the 
motif of continuity and lets KRAGLER break the chains that have tied him to 
those who want to control him. “[I]ch bin ein Schwein” (228), is the almost 
triumphant representation of KRAGLER’s self-liberation, “und das Schwein 
geht heim” (228-229). Brecht represents his Heimkehrerfigur as someone 
who has been used by the Wilhelmine Empire, the bourgeoisie that sup- 
ports it and even by those forces that are trying to overthrow the contempo- 
rary order. The fact that the fourth act begins with the previously 
mentioned Moritat vom toten Soldaten thereby emphasises the representa- 
tion of the revolution as a continuation of the war. The beginning of the 
song, mentioning the war entering its “fiinften Lenz” (230/3), even portrays 
a timely continuation of the war into the revolution of the spring of 1919. 


295 See also Anderson, 8. 

2% There are different ways to count in this context, considering Lenz means 
spring but is also used as a metaphor for the whole year (see Schuhmann, 20; 
Hillesheim, 65-66). Schuhmann’s counting, however, is only logical when 
referring to the whole calendar year and counting 1914 as the first Lenz. 
Most logical is Hillesheim’s counting, beginning with the outbreak of the 
war in August 1914. This makes it unambiguous that the song includes the 
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Despite revolutions usually attempting to change the conditions and the 
system that is responsible for them, this representation is easily understand- 
able when looking at it through the character of KRAGLER and the way 
Brecht constructed him. For KRAGLER personally, it makes no difference 
which idea “in den Himmel kommt” (228), it is always someone else’s, and 
he always remains the one on whose back this idea’s goals are achieved. 
This continuation of exploitation and utilisation of others allows 
KRAGLER to expose the war as a means to reach the individual ends of a 
deeply egoistic dog-eat-dog society and thereby allows Brecht to de- 
legitimise the official propaganda narratives. 

However, Brecht does not present only the regime and the bourgeoisie 
as opportunistic but, similar to Kraus, also other parts of society. This is, for 
example, represented by BABUSCH, who earns his money by reporting about 
the prices of food which others can no longer afford. Because apricots have 
risen in price, he will “einen Artikel über die Preise schreiben”, knowing that 
he can then “die Aprikosen ja kaufen” (191). “Sollte die Welt untergehen, 
dann schreibe ich darüber” (191) is another derisive comment with which 
Brecht exposes BABUSCH as an opportunist and his interest in KRAGLER’S 
fate as nothing more than another story. Furthermore, Brecht has passers-by 
talk about the shortages, during which people have “gefälschten Methyl 
verschnitten” and “gefälschten Tabak verschoben” (205). Others have 
“Menschen in Rattenlöcher gestopft” (205) and cashed in on the rent. 

For a brief moment, Brecht even has KRAGLER be tempted to adopt the 
ways of BALICKE and MURK, because “[w]er ein Gewissen hat, dem 
scheißen die Vögel aufs Dach! Wer Geduld hat, den fressen die Geier am 
Ende” (202). Opportunism and the exploitation that comes with it is one of 
the major pathological continuities that Brecht diagnoses in his play. This 
ultimately allows him to not only criticise the current state of society, but 
also the mindset that has led to it and to thereby de-legitimise the image of 
the German people that was created by the propaganda narratives. 

This aspect is also immanent in Toller’s play. He uses the character of 
the BUDENBESITZER as a representation of opportunists in Der deutsche 
Hinkemann. Instead of the war, Toller has the BUDENBESITZER exploit the 
conditions after the war. “Mit Kriegsgreuel-Panoptikum verdienen Sie heute 
keine zehn Pfennig mehr. Aus! Jetzt ist Kultur Trumpf in Europa! [...] Ge- 
schäft blüht! Man muß Konjunktur ausnützen!” (Toller, Werke 1, 218). 


first half of 1919, regardless of whether one wants to understand Lenz as 
spring or year. 

297 It might be a bit too much to see him as a representation of the “wie- 
dererstarkten Mächte aus dem Kaiserreich” (Bebendorf, 141) but he does 
portray the continuity of a mindset that originates in times long before 1918. 
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The culture he mentions is the peoples’ lust for blood, sex and violence 
and in itself de-legitimises the idea of Germany’s cultural superiority. The 
BUDENBESITZER simply takes advantage of the people’s instincts in order to 
combine “Volksinteresse mit Privatinteresse” (201). His promise of a lucra- 
tive “Nebenverdienst” (201) for HINKEMANN, if he’s willing to manipulate 
the women who fall for him, already prepares readers for the mindset Tol- 
ler uses the BUDENBESITZER to represent, expressed by his advice to throw 
“Moralische Bazillen [...] über Bord” (201). At the same time, he exploits 
HINKEMANN’s position, and derisively suggests that he is free to look for 
another job although the outcome is clear. “Alles besetzt! Hahaha! 
Entweder — oder!” (201). Even the ideologies Toller portrays in the pub- 
scene are used to expose opportunistic traits in the attempt to missionize 
followers. No matter if they are guided to the “wahre Licht” (210) of a di- 
vine entity or into the “Licht” (208) of a socialist future, these ideologies 
seize the chance to reshape society, whose “Grundstein” the war has 
“erschüttert” (208), according to their agendas.” 

Horvath even portrays this trait on an institutionalised scale through the 
character of the BUNDESSEKRETAR in the Sladek plays. Sladek oder: Die 
schwarze Armee contains a dialogue between the BUNDESSEKRETAR and the 
HAUPTMANN that reveals the full extent of the opportunism of the 
“maßgebende Stelle” (Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 2: schwarze Armee, 133), 
which Horvath uses here to represent a stately power. He portrays this op- 
portunism as the taking advantage of the chaotic situation in order to justify 
the raising of an army “mit dem Schutze vor äußeren Feinden”, while it “in 
Wahrheit aber die nationale Diktatur erstrebt” (133), and thereby as exploi- 
tative of the humiliation of the former front soldiers and officers and the 
discontent of the people, who would feel “in Schwarzrotdreck sauwohl” if 
there were “keine Neger am Rhein und keine Inflation” (134). 

But the ultimate personification of opportunism is DON JUAN. The 
many versions of Tirso de Molina’s original DON JUAN have represented 
him as “der Sünder und der Frevler, der Verführer und der Verführte, der 
Rebell und der Außenseiter, der Idealsucher und der Einsame, die Mario- 
nette und der Märtyrer” (Dietrich, 44). Like most others, Horvath’s DON 
JUAN is a mixed form and like most others he takes advantage of the condi- 
tions of his time. At the peak of his regression into his pre-war self, just 
before an accusation of seducing a minor forces him to move on and re- 
minds him of the bride he was trying to find, the elder daughter of his land- 
lord is used to define this time. It is, according to Horvath, marked by 


298 This is reminiscent of the instrumentalisation of the war experience in plays 
written after 1918 and therefore the literary representation of an actual de- 
velopment within the literary discourse of legitimisation. 
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“Terror, Mord und Entrechtung” (Horväth, Wiener Ausgabe 9, 409) and 
only produces “Ausbeuter und Ausgebeutete” (409). At first a political 
statement, it is then extended to human interaction, represented by the ex- 
ploitation that characterises the relationship between DON JUAN and his 
women, and thereby exposes itself as a representation of the people’s gen- 
eral behaviour and the mindset that causes it. 

Horvath uses his Heimkehrerfigur to demonstrate what he sees as the 
general characteristic of his time. He has him seize every opportunity to 
exploit others who in turn become exploiters themselves if they have the 
chance. By introducing this trait in a scene in which DON JUAN is still in 
correspondence with his bride and has not yet seduced anyone, Horvath 
defines it as a trait that is deeply embedded in his mindset and thereby 
shows it as a continuity of his pre-war self, on which he falls back as soon 
as an opportunity to do so arises. The KUNSTGEWERBLERIN whom DON 
JUAN meets in a café is his first and probably most opportunistic seduction. 
At the same time, Horvath manages to emphasise the mutuality of exploita- 
tion within the play by having the KUNSTGEWERBLERIN initially approach 
him in an attempt to challenge the assumption that “nur die Manner Don 
Juane sein diirfen” (393). But her confident appearance is only a mask. Af- 
ter only a few sentences, she is caught in DON JUAN’s charm and he takes 
control over a situation which arose out of nowhere. By referring to the 
“Grippe” (394) he has just recovered from, Horvath reveals the danger the 
character represents for the woman he encounters. Using the previously 
discussed motif, he has DON JUAN smile when ensuring that he is “unge- 
fahrlich” (394) and swap to the more familiar “Du” (394), thereby repre- 
senting the moment he takes the initiative and starts to gain a position of 
power over the woman. 

Furthermore, Horvath makes DON JUAN a profiteer by using the se- 
duced KUNSTGEWERBLERIN to get involved in the trade, managing to take 
advantage of the inflation and helping the people “ihr Geld los[zu]werden, 
bevor es überhaupt nichts mehr wert ist” (396). When Horvath introduces 
this side of the character of DON JUAN, he once more accompanies it with 
the motif of smiling. DON JUAN “lächelt” (396) when first claiming that 
before the war it was “nicht nötig, zu arbeiten” but now he is “ein 
Kunsthändler” (396). This stage direction is then repeated when Horvath 
has DON JUAN expose that he is essentially a “Schieber, eine Hyäne der In- 
flation” (396). The admission of his life as a profiteer appears as part of his 
charm, as an almost melancholy acceptance of the difficulties of the time 
reflecting the situation of his interlocutor, the MUTTER, in order to win her 
sympathy. While this works for DON JUAN within the plot and the MUTTER 
does fall for his display, Horvath’s stage direction exposes the calculating 
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character of the strategy he lets DON JUAN use and thereby underscores the 
opportunistic nature he imbues him with. 

As Horvath indicates in the Vorwort, he constructed the title character as a 
representation of the pathological opportunism and egoism of his time and 
thereby provides an insight into the mindset and condition of the time before 
the war, which he defines as the origin of this mindset by framing DON JUAN’s 
development in the play as a regression. This is in itself an expression of the 
mindset’s continuity, which Brecht and Toller confirm through characters like 
BALICKE, MURK, BABUSCH, UNBESCHWERT and the BUDENBESITZER. All au- 
thors represent the society they portray as split into “Ausbeuter und Aus- 
gebeutete” (409), just like the pre-war and wartime societies represented in 
Die letzten Tage der Menschheit. Through their plays, these authors all de- 
legitimise the myth of solidarity and unity amongst German people. Answer- 
ing the plays which used this alleged unity to legitimise the sacrifices that 
were demanded from those who actually had to fight, they manage to expose 
that this narrative had never been more than propaganda. By revealing the ra- 
ther brutal methods of the characters they use, for example with the represen- 
tation of MURK’s rise to wealth, they also de-legitimise the images of German 
cultural superiority, peacefulness and innocence. 


2.2.4 “Frontsoldaten, verwilderte, verlotterte, der Arbeit entwöhnte 
Abenteurer” — the Heimkehrer as a threat 


As a continuation of the Kriegsgewinnler’s rise to wealth, the Heimkehrer 
plays also present their attempts to maintain their newly gained positions as 
a means of further exposing the bourgeois mindset. Their exploitative and 
exclusionary methods are directed against exactly the part of society from 
which they themselves come. The representation of these mechanisms pre- 
dicts the continuity of the pathological traits analysed above and denies not 
only any prospect of change but also all alleged ‘healing’ qualities of the 
war. Brecht uses KRAGLER to represent this continuity by letting him talk 
about his war time experience. In the trenches, the soldiers “glotzten die 
Zeit an” but “[s]ie ging nie” (Brecht 1, 214). Representing the absence of 
progress and change within society during the war, this almost sounds like 
a surrender to the conditions KRAGLER finds upon his return. 

This is continued by the representations of Kriegsgewinnler like 
BALICKE and MURK, which are used to portray the desperation with which 
profiteers try to defend their newly gained positions, whereby they simulta- 
neously reinstate the old order. In this context, Jan Knopf has described 
Brecht’s play as 
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eine Darstellung der — differenziert gezeichneten — bürgerlichen Gesellschaft, 
während einer Revolution bzw. des (verfehlten) Revolutionsversuchs einer 
Gesellschaft, die ihren Besitz um jeden menschlichen Preis verteidigt, um 
sich herum wüste Bilder der Bedrohung zum eigenen Schutz aufstellt und 
ansonsten — als wäre nicht ein Weltkrieg geschehen — wieder zur Tagesord- 
nung übergeht, zu den Geschäften (Knopf, Trommeln in der Nacht, 56). 


But besides exceeding the purely revolutionary representation of the bour- 
geoisie, Brecht in fact creates a situation that contains more potential for 
actual danger than this quote suggests. By portraying BALICKE and MURK 
as being very aware of the potential danger of their actions, Brecht suggests 
that such war profiteers wilfully acted in spite of this knowledge, allowing 
him to expose the mindset of the class they represent as greed-driven and 
egoistic. Thus, he is able, ultimately, to deny that class-barriers were, as the 
unity narrative suggested, ever demolished. 

“Die Zeiten sind unsicher. Der Krieg zu Ende” (Brecht 1, 182), re- 
presents father BALICKE’s assessment of the situation in act one. By having 
him regret the end of the war, Brecht de-legitimises the narrative of the 
purely defensive character of the German warfare and the remorse the peo- 
ple were supposed to have shown for the outbreak of the war. He contrasts 
the war experience of the Heimkehrer with that of war profiteers like 
BALICKE, thereby exposing that for the latter the war was a time of order 
and security, further de-legitimising the narrative of shared sacrifices.”” 
Representing him as a pure opportunist, Brecht provides BALICKE with 
readymade plans to secure the continuity of his lifestyle. BALICKE knows 
that he will only be able to sell ammunition boxes during “ein paar Wochen 
Bürgerkrieg” (183) and plans to change to “Kinderwägen” (183), knowing 
that the killing that made him rich cost many lives, which will now have to 
be replaced, providing him with another business opportunity. 

Brecht inscribes into the character the fear that the end of the war could 
potentially endanger his plans and lets BALICKE express this by stating that 


die Demobilisation schwemmt Unordnung, Gier, viehische Entmenschung in 
die Oasen friedlicher Arbeit. [...] Das schlimmste aber, ich kann es hier sa- 
gen, die Frontsoldaten, verwilderte, verlotterte, der Arbeit entwöhnte Aben- 
teurer, denen nichts mehr heilig ist (182). 


The above quote demonstrates how the play utilises the absence of any 


form of gratitude or guilt in BALICKE, for even if BALICKE’s accusations 
regarding the soldiers were true, his statement neglects to acknowledge that 


29 See also Knopf, 52. 
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the soldiers are only unaccustomed to work because they spent years 
fighting the war from which BALICKE and others profited. 

Brecht personification of this threat is KRAGLER*”’, who is linked 
with an animal motif. The “Krokodilhaut” (194) signifies not only the dan- 
ger he poses to the established bourgeois lifestyle of the BALICKES, but also 
refers to the suddenness of his appearance in Berlin. BABUSCH repeatedly 
refers to him as a “Wolf” (190) and mother BALICKE calls him a “Hyäne” 
(201), both animals symbols for violence and even destruction. Aside from 
the animal motif, there is a second motif associated with KRAGLER. As a 
reaction to the threat he poses, Brecht has BALICKE constantly refer to 
KRAGLER as a “Leichnam” (177) who is “verfault und vermodert” (178) 
and has “nicht mehr ein Knochen beim andern!” (178-179). MURK, too, 
refers to him as a “Mumie” and a “kalte[r] Mann” (181). Brecht uses this 
second motif to portray the attempts of the new bourgeoisie to exclude 
KRAGLER by aligning him with an otherworldly realm, thereby denying 
him, on whose back they gained their fortune, the right to return to the es- 
tablished order.*°! KRAGLER himself is represented as being aware of his 
intrusion into bourgeois society when he reports “gehorsamst: habe mich in 
Algier als Gespenst etabliert. Aber jetzt hat der Leichnam mörderisch Ap- 
petit” (186-187). Brecht permeates the entire play with the ghost motif in 
order to expose the division between the Heimkehrer and the characters 
that represent his exploitation and thereby creates a metaphor that de- 
legitimises the purported unity of the people. 

Although not often represented in as detailed as manner as in Trom- 
meln in der Nacht, it is frequently the destiny of the Heimkehrer to escape 
the authoritarian military system, only to find themselves being exploited 
by others. This establishes a continuity of exploitation that can be used by 
the plays to de-legitimise the propaganda narratives. Toller uses the 
BUDENBESITZER’s reaction to HINKEMANN’s attempt to escape the role of 
Homunkulus to represent this aspect. Toller expresses the power of the em- 
ployer on a stylistic level, dropping the spruiker way in which he is normal- 
ly presented as soon as he realises that his Homunkulus is seriously 
planning to resign: 


Was? Ihr Spleen da ist Ernst? Nee, Freundchen, Spaß bleibt Spaß und Ernst 
bleibt Ernst. Wer hat Kontrakt unterschrieben fiir die ganze Saison! Sie oder 
ich? (Brutal.) Mann, ich lasse Sie durch Polizeigewalt zur Arbeit zwingen. 
Mann, Kontrakt ist Fundament biirgerlicher Gesellschaft. Mann, Sie tasten 
heiligste Giiter der Nation an. Mann, Staatsmacht steht hinter mir. Da wird 


300 See Bathrick, 13. 
301 See Mews, 92. 
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nichts draus, Mann! Entweder Sie sind morgen pünktlich zur Stelle oder Sie 
kommen per Polizeischub. (Die Stimme verändernd.) Keine Sperenzchen, 
Hinkemann, ich meins gut. Ich will Sie vorm Gefängnis bewahren (Toller, 
Werke 1, 218-219). 


The BUDENBESITZER’s claim to protect HINKEMANN is exposed by Toller to 
be an attempt to protect his own asset, as, indeed, he is the one threatening 
to involve the police in the first place. By combining the BUDENBESITZER’S 
attempt to keep HINKEMANN under his control with reference to the con- 
tract as the bourgeois order, Toller demonstrates the exploitative nature of 
this order and denies the transcendence of class divisions that Wilhelm II 
had proclaimed. 

Horvath represents the attempt to maintain the achieved position on a 
larger scale. The | BUNDESSEKRETAR, as well as the 
UNTERSUCHUNGSRICHTER and the RICHTER in Sladek oder: Die schwarze 
Armee are representatives of the state authority. Although Horvath uses 
these characters predominantly to represent aspects of the problems faced 
by the Weimar Republic, they also portray continuities that are illuminating 
for this analysis. 


Ich mache Sie aufmerksam: Falls Sie sich nicht freiwillig auflösen, so ha- 
ben wir die Gewalt, es zu erzwingen. Unter allen Umständen, mit allen 
Mitteln! Das Wohl des deutschen Volkes kommt vor Ihrem Landsknecht- 
ehrgeiz! Sie sind umzingelt und — (Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 2: schwarze 
Armee, 144). 


While Horväth lets the BUNDESSEKRETÄR pretend to act for the good of the 
nation, the maßgebende Stelle actually sees threats to its relatively new po- 
sition of power and decides to violently enforce the dissolution of the 
schwarze Reichswehr to fulfil its “außenpolitischen Verpflichtungen”, 
while disguising it as an act for “[d]es Staates Wohl” (147).3 

By comparing it to the situation in the “alte[n] Staat”, which “allein für 
das Wohl seiner Herrschenden Schicht [sorgte]” (147), Horvath exposes 
the behaviour as a continuity, even regression, into the mindset of the mon- 
archy. He emphasises this by using a direct reference to the monarchy’s 
militarism and the longing for prestige by letting the 
UNTERSUCHUNGSRICHTER admit that Germany has “[l]leider” (148) no ar- 


302 The fact that the schwarze Reichswehr was violent and committed multiple 
murders and their disbanding can historically be seen as a positive act does 
not change the fact that the play represents this, intentionally or not, as an act 
of maintaining power by betraying those who the state had previously ex- 
ploited in its own interest. 
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my and that he will do everything to achieve “des Deutschen Reiches Wie- 
dererstarkung” (148). This allows Horvath to expose the represented spirit 
of the authorities of the Weimar Republic as a continuation of the mindset 
of the German Empire and their methods as a way to maintain their recent- 
ly regained relative position of power. 

The exposure of the egoism of the time as well as its representation as a 
continuity denies that there had ever been a unity amongst the people. The 
methods used by these characters in order to satisfy their own egoism cre- 
ate the image of a society that is based on ruthless opportunism. The desire 
for wealth and prestige is thereby accompanied by the portrayal of an admi- 
ration of power and strength that characterises the characters portrayed in 
the plays. This desire is used to expose the extension of power as a motiva- 
tion for the German involvement in the war and thereby functions as a 
means of de-legitimising the claimed peacefulness of the German people 
and the propagandistic Verteidigungskrieg narrative. 


2.2.5 “Sie ein zartes Frauchen, er ein Kerl wie aus Stahl...” — society’s 
admiration of strength and power 


In Der deutsche Hinkemann Toller creates a conflict between 
HINKEMANN’s altered post-war identity and the continuity of the mindset of 
the society he encounters. It is HINKEMANN’s gratitude for what Toller lets 
him see as his wife’s respect that ultimately initiates his journey towards 
progression. GRETE, who is the only character that knows HINKEMANN’S 
secret, serves Toller as the symbol for this desire to be respected and simul- 
taneously defines the respect HINKEMANN is craving as an appreciation not 
of his wealth, power or prestige but for his humanity. If GRETE was to re- 
spect him, it would mean the fulfilment of HINKEMANN’s desire to be ac- 
cepted as the man he is, rather than as the man he used to be and who he no 
longer has to pretend to be, “ein Kerl wie aus Stahl” (Toller, Werke 1, 212). 
At this point, however, Toller has not yet equipped HINKEMANN with an 
understanding of what he is looking for. Toller has him reach this under- 
standing in the second act, in which his developing post-war identity col- 
lides with a mindset that is still dominated by the admiration of power and 
strength that was a foundation of pre-war times.°° 


303 Cecil Davies’ proposed stages of generalisation within the play, from 


HINKEMANN’s own identity to that of German proletarians, then to all prole- 
tarians and, finally, to all of humanity (see Davies, The Plays of Ernst Toller, 
269), is not unsubstantiated. But the emphasis on the particular proletarian 
aspects of HINKEMANN’s identity and the exclusion of his status as a Kriegs- 
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The conflicting natures of HINKEMANN’s altered understanding of hu- 
manity and the rejection of this post-war identity by the rest of society 
serve Toller to reveal the mindset that dominates the characters he encoun- 
ters. Scene H/3 uses HINKEMANN’s role, the “Bärenmensch” (203) Ho- 
munkulus, as the representation of the people’s desire for strength. He is 
“/d]er deutsche Held! Die deutsche Kultur! Die deutsche Männerfaust! Die 
deutsche Kraft!” (203). In this role, Toller combines the personal admira- 
tion of strength with the desire for national power. The fascination he rep- 
resents thereby exposes brutality as an intrinsic part of German culture and 
in fact of western societies, as shows of the likes of the BUDENBESITZER’S 
“sieht man einzig und allein in Amerika und in Europa” (208). This allows 
Toller to de-legitimise the superiority of German culture as well as the nar- 
rative of the people’s peacefulness.* As a consequence of this constella- 
tion, the value society places on strength and power results for HINKEMANN 
in a total loss of self. The strength Toller lets him represent when taking on 
the role of Homunkulus, his alleged “Bärenmuskeln” (200), are only a pre- 
tence, while HINKEMANN’s muscles are actually “schwammig” (200). Con- 
sequently, his ability to violate others, which, through the announcements 
of the BUDENBESITZER, Toller suggests is the most appealing aspect of the 
show for many people, can only be demonstrated by the killing of helpless 
mice and rats. By taking on the role of Homunkulus, HINKEMANN attempts 
to gain the respect of his wife by fulfilling the traditional male role of in- 
come earner, which is supposed to establish the family as a valuable cor- 
nerstone of society. The self-image with which Toller imbues HINKEMANN 
enables him to portray the character’s awakening as a result of the conflict 
between his identity and the attributes society deems valuable. Furthermore, 
HINKEMANN realises that the desperate pretence of strength necessitates the 
rejection of the human propensity for weakness and suffering, and therefore 
denies the intrinsic value of humanity on which his new identity is based. 

HINKEMANN’s emasculation is used to expose society’s admiration for 
these attributes through its association with his loss of these qualities and 
the portrayal of the negative reaction of other characters whenever the con- 
dition is revealed. At the time of the premier, HINKEMANN was commonly 
interpreted as the personification of the castrated and disempowered post- 
war Germany, which caused vicious attacks from the political right, who 
saw the play as an attack on the already humiliated fatherland. This demon- 
strates how real the represented desire for strength and power was in the 
actual mindset of the time. Himself a socialist Jew, the stereotype of the 


kriippel misses an important part of the foundation on which the character’s 
development is based. 
304 See also Reimers, 107. 
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inner enemy, which according to these groups caused Germany’s defeat in 
the first place, Toller became a perfect target for fascist and anti-Semitic 
protest under the cover of patriotism.” But after a theatrical scandal in 
1924 that was created by right-wing supporters at a performance in Dres- 
den, Toller changed the play’s name to Hinkemann, in order to prevent its 
interpretation as the allegory of the “‘kriegsbeschadigten deutschen Seele" 
(Toller, Briefe 1, 396). This clearly indicates that Toller did not intend 
such a narrow interpretation.” 

Instead, HINKEMANN’s self-image of “elenden Krüppel” (194) aims to 
show how deeply embedded the desire for strength still was in post-war 
society, which becomes evident when he loses his strength after being 
laughed at by all other characters in the pub-scene and renouncing their 
ideals.5°° “Wie müßt ihr anders werden, um eine neue Gesellschaft zu bau- 
en! Bekämpft den Bourgeois und seid aufgebläht von seinem Dünkel, sei- 
ner Selbstgerechtigkeit, seiner Herzensträgheit!” (216) is, although Cecil 
Davies correctly identifies the play as the “Tiefpunkt der tragischen Vision 
von Tollers Dramen” (Davies, Engagierte Literatur, 271), thereby not an 
expression of political pessimism but a call for change 28 It criticises the 
nature of the post-war society by defining it as a continuity of the mindset 
that caused the war. 

One consequence of the high value of strength that Toller portrays as 
existing within post-war society is the acceptance of the right of the strong- 
est. In his representation, this manifests itself in a utilitarianism that perme- 
ates all classes.*!° He exposes this in the pub-scene. All of the represented 


305 This indicates a characteristic of the Toller reception, which saw him from 
the very beginnings as Ein Autor im Spannungsfeld von Literatur und Politik 
(see Neuhaus et al.). 

306 See Frühwald/Spalek, 142-143. 

307 See also Czapla, 338. 

308 Because of the nature of HINKEMANN’S injury, sexuality is an omnipresent 

topic. In his study Das Recht auf meinen Körper, Gerhard Scholz convinc- 

ingly analyses its relation to power, its effect on the self-image of 

HINKEMANN and how it affects the structure of the character constellation in 

the play (see Scholz, 130). The Nachwort to the play in the first volume of 

Sämtliche Werke points out that the reinforcement of the societal definition 

of strength as masculinity and masculinity as sexual potency through 

HINKEMANN himself means that Toller did not create him purely as a victim 

but also made him responsible for his own destiny (see T. Hoffmann et al., 

491-492). 

See also Jordan, 15. 

Toller actually introduces the topic at the very beginning of the play by por- 

traying the motif of GRETE’s mother in blinding the finch as a utilitarian ac- 


309 
310 
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ideologies look to create a society based on what they deem useful and 
productive. By letting them fail to accept humanity as a value in itself, Tol- 
ler exposes their ignorance towards the individual suffering and personal 
trauma of Heimkehrer like HINKEMANN. Instead, society wants to lock the 
Heimkehrer away in a “Heilanstalt” (Toller, Werke 1, 211) if they have 
mental problems or ‘repair’ them with artificial limbs if their injuries are 
physical. They will be “genährt, gekleidet, von der Gesellschaft unterstützt 
und können dann genau so glücklich leben wie die andern Menschen” 
(211). These ‘solutions’ make HINKEMANN understand that all of these ide- 
ologies base their appraisal of human beings on a person’s contribution to 
their way of life, and that humanity is still not accepted as an intrinsic value 
in itself. 

Consequently, Toller denies the war cripple HINKEMANN any chance of 
being accepted by a society “in der jeder nur gilt, was er nützt” (230), a so- 
ciety that accepts the potent Priapus as their “Gott” (222), while 
HINKEMANN’s injury makes him a “gesetzlichen Ehescheidungsgrund” 
(215). In the last scene of the play, Toller diagnoses society’s view on peo- 
ple and uses HINKEMANN to express it. Stumbling through the streets after 
his previous emotional shock and physical breakdown, HINKEMANN sees 
the people for what they are, demonstrating the previously discussed eye 
opening character of the revelation he had in the workers’ pub: “Die eine 
Seele ist ein Speckgenick, die zweite eine Maschine, die dritte ein 
Kontrollzähler, die vierte ein Stahlhelm, die fünfte ein Gummiknüppel” 
(223).3!' Linking it closely to the admiration of strength, Toller represents 
this utilitarianism as another continuity that is already implemented in the 
pre-war mindset and thereby exposes the society’s ruthless pursuit of a po- 
sition of power that opposes the narrative of a Volksgemeinschaft. 

While Toller’s representation of the utilitarian character of society is 
probably the most strategic regarding the de-legitimisation of propaganda 
narratives, other plays also portray this aspect. Horvath, for example, uses it 
in Don Juan kommt aus dem Krieg, in order to expose a dynamic of ex- 
ploitation amongst the people. He lets DON JUAN put “seine groBe Liebe 


tion. By pointing out that she read that “blinde Vögel sängen besser” (Toller, 
Werke 1, 193) he represents her action as an attempt to maximise the enter- 
tainment she gets out of the helpless and already caged animal. 

For the reader of his play, this is emphasised by the speaking of names of the 
characters he portrays in the dreamlike sequence following HINKEMANN’S 
breakdown. Through their names, Toller defines them as the sum of their 
utility rather than as human beings. The fact that he uses methods that make 
this aspect clear to both reader of the play and viewers of its performance in- 
dicates the significance Toller sees in this representation. 
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stiickerlweise zusammen” (Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 9, 399), leaving him 
disappointed that none of the women are what he is really looking for. He is 
therefore only interested in a woman as long as she, and this is limited to 
physical features, “erinnert” him of the “Ideal” (404) he is chasing. After a 
while, Horvath has him realise that he has “[s]ich in ihr getäuscht” (404) and, 
again, move on. The utilitarian mindset is so indoctrinated in DON JUAN that 
he denies any form of “Verantwortungsgefühl” (415) for anything other than 
his personal interest, which he has no problem admitting. In fact, he almost 
sees his utilitarianism as a justification for his behaviour: “Kann ich dafür, 
daß sie mir nicht mehr gefällt? Soll ich mich zu ihr zwingen?” (404). Result- 
ingly, he dehumanises the subjects of his conquests; those, who “[ihm] nicht 
gefallen können” are “keine Menschen” (409). Thus, in a similar manner to 
Toller, Horvath thereby exposes the inhumane nature of a utilitarian society, 
in which those who do not contribute are excluded. 

More strategically used is the admiration of power and strength in 
Horvath’s Sladek plays. In the last scene of Sladek oder: Die schwarze 
Armee, he portrays a setting similar to the fair in Toller’s Der deutsche 
Hinkemann.>” The visitors are fascinated by the bed of “Haarmann, dem 
bekannten Massenlustmörder” (Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 2: schwarze 
Armee, 157) and praise a movie about WWI because it gives them the op- 
portunity “sich den Krieg erst richtig vor[zu]stellen” (159). 

Throughout the play, Horvath uses the HAUPTMANN to represent this 
societal trait as a continuity of pre-war behaviour. Although Horvath uses it 
predominantly to portray the dominance of right-wing ideologies within the 
Weimar Republic, by exposing it as a continuity of the Wilhelmine milita- 
rism, his representation also de-legitimises the Verteidigungskrieg narrative. 
By presenting the HAUPTMANN’s fear of being “vogelfrei vertr[ie]ben, ver- 
achtet, verspottet, verdreckt” (134), Horvath emphasises the importance of 
status and honour for the self-respect of this former officer and thereby de- 
fines prestige and national greatness as an underlying desire of the Wil- 
helmine era. Kraus’ critique of the officers’ willingness to win these 
attributes through war is also implied by Horvath, through his emphasising 
the HAUPTMANN’s constant involvement in battles. After the war, the 
HAUPTMANN fought “im Baltikum” and “in Oberschlesien” (134). The 
choice of the latter is particularly significant, as it refers to a fight which 
was fought for the maintenance of German greatness, as it was, famously, 


312 This scene is also part of an intertextual relationship between the two texts 
and Biichner’s Woyzeck, which is, to say this in a very simplified way, based 
on the exploitation of the character’s socio-economic circumstances by oth- 
ers and the suffering of a human degraded to a beastly state (see for example 
Bennett, 218- 220; T. Hoffmann et al., 493). 
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an attempt to limit the loss of German territory after the war. At the fiction- 
al time of the play, the HAUPTMANN fights “für das Vaterland. Für seine 
Größe, seine alte Macht” (138), and wants “dem deutschen Vaterlande sei- 
ne stolze Weltmachtstellung zurückerobern” (142) so that “Deutschland 
wieder gefürchtet wird” (144). 

Horväth includes a reference to the time before the war in each of these 
three statements. It is Germany’s ‘former power’ which he has the 
HAUPTMANN mourn, and his desire for the nation to ‘regain’ its old greatness 
so that it is feared ‘again’. Similarly to HINKEMANN, the HAUPTMANN has not 
moved on after the war and is unable to leave his old mindset behind. But un- 
like in Toller’s play, here it is the Heimkehrer character that cannot overcome 
his old mindset. The HAUPTMANN thereby represents the old officer class and 
ultimately exposes its mindset as dominated by prestige and as opposing the 
narrative of the purely defensive character of Germany’s warfare. 

Horvath also lets civilian characters reveal that the pursuit of power 
and greatness is an intrinsic part of the Wilhelmine spirit and was one of 
the reasons for the war. He shows that SLADEK, who is “in der großen Zeit” 
between 1914 and 1918 “groß geworden” (121), has internalised this desire 
for the greatness of the former empire by having him claim that Germany 
needs its “Kolonien wieder” (119). SLADEK’s justification that the German 
people “sind wirklich zu viel” (119) is, after the decimation of the popula- 
tion by war, disease and hunger, exposed as a pretence and used to prove 
the continuity of the imperialist mentality within his generation. With 
KNORKE, who spent time in the German province of “Tsingtau” (133) in 
China, and SALM, who lived in “Siebenbürgen” (125) and disassociates 
himself from its non-Austrian majority by explicitly referring to the women 
of his past as “Rumäninnen” (125), Horvath indicates that these two 
Reichswehr soldiers might have been partly motivated to sign up for ser- 
vice by the desire to return the nation to the more glorious status quo ante 
bellum and to restore the former prestige of the empires. 


2.2.6 “In der Natur wird gemordet, das ändert sich nicht” — the violence 
behind the narrative of peacefulness 


These representations of the peoples’ mindset create the image of a society 
in which individuals are in constant competition for resources and status, as 
well as the portrayal of the unbridled use of violence to which these condi- 
tions lead. This is once again represented as a continuity that had begun in 
pre-war times. Ernst Toller lets HINKEMANN reflect on his pre-war behav- 
iour to show just how normalised these violent actions were. Despite being 
shocked to discover that his mother-in-law blinded a pet finch with a hot 
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knitting needle he goes on to chastise her "wie man ein Kind ziichtigt” 
(Toller, Werke I, 193). This demonstrates his own acceptance of violence 
at the beginning of the play. Later, however, Toller initiates a first realisati- 
on in HINKEMANN: “Was war mir friiher der Schmerz eines Tieres? [...] 
Als ich gesund war, erschien mir das alles, als müßte es so sein. Nun ich 
ein Krüppel bin, weiß ich: Es ist etwas Ungeheuerliches!” (193-194). This 
allows him to imbue HINKEMANN with empathy for the suffering creature 
and to trigger the development of a new understanding of humanity, which 
he ultimately derives from his war experience. In the last scene of the play, 
however, HINKEMANN is willing to kill GRETE because he believes that she 
laughed at him, leading to another emotional crisis when he realises that he 
still has the potential to become violent when provoked.’'? Toller thereby 
exposes the brutality of society before and after the war as a seemingly in- 
escapable characteristic and de-legitimises the narrative of the peacefully 
striving German people. 

Other plays confirm the impression that physical punishment is a nor- 
malised and accepted occurrence. Horvath, for example, includes multiple 
threats of physical violence directed at DON JUAN by the characters he 
crosses. He has one women say that she would strangle him “wenn dieser 
Don Juan mein Bräutigam gewesen wär” (Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 9, 
385), while another suggests “man sollte dich ausrotten” (392) and, later in 
the play, he has a third woman threaten to bring DON JUAN “an den 
Galgen!” (411). The famous snowman motif at the end of the play is also 
introduced by the substitutional destruction of a snowman as a punishment 
for the person who built it. 

As mentioned before, in the second act of Der deutsche Hinkemann, 
Toller exposes the underlying fascination with brutality as a characteristic 
of German culture. This fascination lives on despite the experiences of the 
war and might even have been increased by the years of sensationalist re- 
ports from the bloody battles and the heroisation of the fallen through 
propaganda. The opportunistic nature with which he imbues the 
BUDENBESITZER is used to reveal this societal trait. By having him give the 
people what they want, Toller uncovers their “Instinkt[e]” (Toller, Werke 1, 
201): “Volk will Blut sehen!!! Blut!!!” (201). He enhances that through the 
role he lets HINKEMANN play at the carnival, because Homunkulus’ appeal 
is essentially his ability to inflict violence. Toller reveals this by letting him 
be advertised as able to put “mit bloßer Hand Nägel durch stärkste 
Schädelwände” and to strangle “mit zwei Fingern zweiunddreißig Mensch- 
en” (203). 


33 See also Reimers, 110. 
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Furthermore, Toller presents violence and sexuality as going hand in 
band 22 The “Kunstwerke eines Rembrandt, eines Rubens” (202) are tat- 
tooed onto a woman’s front and back, only to allow for the display of her 
naked body under the cover of artistic representation. This appeal to the 
sexual desire of the crowd is directly followed by a cruel aside, in response 
to which the announcement promises that a “Kind enthauptet wird” (202), a 
“wahrhaft lebendes Kind!” (202-203). Homunkulus becomes once more 
the representative of the fusion of the lust for violence and sexual lust that 
Toller creates in this scene. His power leaves the female visitors wishing 
they could “dem mal auf die Armmuskeln tippen” or “auf den Brustkasten” 
(203). 

Fittingly, the end of HINKEMANN’s journey of realisation is accompanied 
by representations of violence and the sexual lust it creates in people. Before 
letting him return home, Toller frames HINKEMANN’s collapse on the street 
as the result of the emotional crises he had experienced after being exposed 
to his friends in the scene set in a workers’ pub. The dream-like sequence at 
the end of scene III/1 is reminiscent of the mass scenes that open each act in 
Kraus’ Die letzten Tage der Menschheit. Toller uses it to confirm the barba- 
rism that still dominates the people as well as the commercial exploitation 
that drives their behaviour. By putting this scene in association with 
HINKEMANN’s devastating realisation that his mistreatment is nothing but the 
return of the war, “der Krieg ist wieder da! Die Menschen morden sich unter 
Gelächter!” (218), he de-legitimises the Verteidigungskrieg narrative. 

Reminiscent of Kraus’ famous Extraausgaben, Toller has paperboys 
appear, who announce news like “Pest in Finnland! Mütter ertränken ihre 
Kinder! Sensationelle Berichte!” or “Wunder der Technik! Unerhörtes 
Giftgas! Fliegergeschwader imstande größte Stadt mit Menschen und Tie- 
ren vom Erdboden zu tilgen! Erfinder zum Ehrenmitglied der Akademien 
aller Länder ernannt! Vom Papst in Adelstand erhoben!” (220). This proves 
that cruelty still fascinates the masses and power, here represented by the 
ability to wipe out entire cities, is still regarded as an achievement. Two 
representatives of fascist forces glorify the killing of political opponents 
and suggest doing the same with HINKEMANN, assuming he is a “Sparta- 
kistenbiest” (221), before four prostitutes discover him, recognise him as 
Homunkulus, the “Liebling der eleganten Damenwelt” (203), and fight 
over who will get to take him home. The situation only resolves as the 
crowd gets distracted by the sound of “Militärmusik” (221) and disperses to 


314 Hye Suk Kim for example sees sexuality as the origin of the brutality that 


Toller imbues the characters with and the neglect of the physical aspects of 
life as one of the expressionistic aspects Toller overcame in this play (see 
Kim, 192). 
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greet the soldiers. Their enthusiastic admiration for the military, “Soldaten! 
Soldaten! Hurra! Hurra!” (221), completes the representation of values that 
are, in the play’s sense, anachronistic. Toller presents HINKEMANN’S col- 
lapse in this scene as the impotence of his post-war identity against the con- 
tinuities within society. He thereby manages to reflect on the helplessness 
of pacifist voices when faced with a society that accepts violence and bru- 
tality as a normality and, in doing so, manages to de-legitimise the propa- 
ganda of the Friedenskaiser and his peace-loving followers. 

Horvath chooses a more direct way to represent the violent nature of 
the time. “In der Natur wird gemordet, das ändert sich nicht” (Horvath, 
Wiener Ausgabe 2: Reichswehrmann, 165) is the essence of the conviction 
he assigns the portrayed society, which he accuses of accepting violence as 
an immutable law of nature and thus a legitimate option "7 SLADEK’s role 
as the representation of a generation that knows nothing but the war is used 
as a reminder that this attitude is a legacy, which is reminiscent of Clause- 
witz’ legitimisation of war as “ein Akt der Gewalt, um den Gegner zur 
Erfüllung unseres Willens zu zwingen” (Clausewitz, 3). The play portrays 
brutality as a characteristic that is deeply embedded in the mindset of the 
people. 

Horväth combines the characters’ lust for violence with the willingness 
to use it in order to characterise society’s brutality. He demonstrates the 
consequences of this by letting it culminate in the brutal Fememord of 
SLADEK’s lover ANNA, which makes SLADEK commit a murder “[o]hne ei- 
gentlich Mörder zu sein” (qtd. in Streitler-Kastberger, 16), as Horvath him- 
self phrased it in his interview with Tempo.*!° He thereby reflects on the 
ramifications that this mindset can produce when put into a situation where 
the dynamic gets out of control. This representation ultimately serves as a 
means of de-legitimising the myth of the innocence of pre-war society, 
which he sees this characteristic originating in. 

The joy he presents the characters with when acting violently is an 
important aspect of this argumentation and is already immanent in the 
first act, in which he portrays the soldiers of the Reichswehr beating up 
their political opponent. Horst “lacht leise” (Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 
2: Reichswehr, 167) when RUBEZAHL hits SCHMINKE with a bar and 


315 Ingrid Haag therefore correctly identifies the Fememord as being a result of 
the language SLADEK is exposed to and eventually adopts (see Haag, Ödön 
von Horvath, 306-307). In a Krausian sense, this makes it impossible for 
him to recognise the reality of his doings behind the clichés with which he 
legitimises it. 

Legitimising the killing of an enemy for the good of the fatherland can in 
itself be seen as a continuity of the essence of war. 
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SALM is almost disappointed that they are not allowed to execute him 
straight away. The HAUPTMANN is very aware of the brutality of his men. 
After having overheard that RÜBEZAHL threatened to shoot him “wenn er 
keine Schweizer Franken [...] bekommen sollte” (168) the HAUPTMANN 
admits that he “halt] Angst” (168). The monetary motivation of 
RÜBEZAHL indicates the variety of reasons for which the soldiers are part 
of the Reichswehr. Although KNoRKE calls the Weimar Republic the 
“Republik dieser Büttel der Botschafterkonferenz” (170) and HALEF 
states that he “hass[t] diese Republik” (187), all members of the 
Reichswehr have other, personal motivations. The fact that they desert as 
soon as they face danger further supports the image of their lack of ideal- 
ism for its cause. This lack of both principles and soldierly obedience 
with which Horväth imbues his characters further emphasises the sheer 
brutality of their nature. 

After condemning ANNA to death, SALM and KNORKE seem to look 
forward to the execution of their plan: 


SALM: Ein schöner Abend heute abend. 

KNORKE: Sie weiß alles, vielleicht auch das, was ihr bevorsteht. Sie wird 
trotzdem jede versteckte Patrone der Republik abliefern und al- 
les den Polen verraten. Sie ist toll. 

SALM: Ein schöner Abend heute abend. 

KNORKE: Ich verstehe, Leutnantleben. Liebling, wir verstehen uns wie 
ein Liebespaar. Es ist ein schöner Abend heute abend, und es 
wird für manches Kind keinen schöneren mehr geben (174). 


Horväth uses the rest of this conversation as a confirmation of the brutali- 
ty of the characters. He portrays HORST stating that this “Schandweib” 
should be “totgepriigelt” (174) and lets him even brag about his remorse- 
less brutality by telling an anecdote from his youth, in which he had his 
dog’s “Beine zusammengebunden und losgepriigelt” (175). HORST is in- 
stantly admired for being “so herrlich hemmungslos, so göttlich selbstver- 
stindlich” (175). °'” Horst’s fascination of the “herrliche[n] 
Folterkammer in der Burg” (181) in Niirnberg completes Horvath’s repre- 
sentation of a character that did not become violent because of his experi- 
ences in the war but had grown up in an environment of violence and 
adapted it as a legitimate means of survival. The general acceptance of 
violence within the represented post-war society is thereby directly linked 
to the nature of the society that caused the war and was inscribed in its 
composition. 


317 See Kuppa, 45-55. 
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The murder of ANNA represents the peak of this violence. Horvath pre- 
sents the murder as a typical National Socialist Fememord, as for example 
described by Bernd Kruppa.*!* Although the group is armed with a “Re- 
volver” (Horvath, Wiener Ausgabe 2: Reichswehrmann, 180), Horvath has 
them stab ANNA to death, further portraying their lust for brutality. In this 
context it is symbolic that Horvath choses RUBEZAHL, who is motivated by 
greed and a lust for violence rather than idealism, to ultimately kill ANNA, 
who in the end was not a traitor as she decided not to disclose any infor- 
mation about the Reichswehr. While the others remain in the background, 
he attacks his victim and gives free rein to his rage: 


RÜBEZAHL: (stürzt sich auf ANNA.) Was ist das! 
ANNA: Hilfe! Hilfe! — Au! 

RUBEZAHL: Das Mensch plarrt! 

ANNA: Sladek! Sladek! 

SLADEK: Halt! 


SALM: (mit dem Revolver; zu SLADEK) Zurück! Zurück! 
RÜBEZAHL: (ersticht ANNA.) Verrat uns! Verrat uns! Vieh! 
ANNA: (bricht zusammen und winselt.) Au — Sladek, du schlechter 


Mensch - du, du, du - - (Sie stirbt.) (180). 


Through the demonstration of their brutality Horväth contradicts the claim 
of the peacefulness of the German people, which is used to create an image 
of innocence that increases the credibility of the Verteidigungskrieg narra- 
tive. In Sladek oder: Die schwarze Reichswehr, he even includes a direct 
reference to this aspect. KNORKE’s claim referring to the German people as 
“ein lammfrommes Volk” the like of which he has “nirgends getroffen” 
(Horväth, Wiener Ausgabe 2: schwarze Armee, 120) becomes, juxtaposed 
with his actions, in this context a representation and de-legitimisation of the 
common propaganda. 

Heimkehrer plays are predominantly set in the post-war period and 
have so far mainly been analysed as a representation of this time. But 
neither the Heimkehrerfiguren nor the rest of the characters can be un- 
derstood without including the war experience that the authors implicate 
in these plays by using Heimkehrer as protagonists. While they present a 
variety of topics from sexuality to revolution to the problems of the 
Weimar Republic, all authors have at some point made the conscious de- 
cision to portray these aspects in the form of a Heimkehrerdrama and 
they all uncover continuities through the destiny of their protagonists. 


318 See also Rüsing, 172. He points out that these murders are normally very 
brutal, committed by a number of perpetrators attacking a weaker individual, 
who very often, like ANNA in the play, did not commit treason after all. 
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This means that they portray the conditions of the society that ‘allowed’ 
the outbreak of WWI and thereby, as Toller lets GRETE describe it, the 
“Schuld” of a “Zeit, in der es sowas gibt!” (Toller, Werke 1, 205). They 
portray a society that has and still does admire strength and power more 
than humanity, strives for wealth and prestige and does not stop short of 
exploiting others for individual benefit whenever an opportunity arises, a 
society that is still caught in the old militaristic mindset and accepts vio- 
lence as a means of achieving personal goals and in which war some- 
times just seems like the extension of this mindset from an individual to 
a collective level, implying that it is no real surprise that the outbreak of 
the war was possible. 

The developments of the 1920s and 1930s ultimately proved them right, 
since the conditions the authors blamed for the outbreak of WWI would 
eventually lead into another, even greater war. The fact that history would 
later confirm the fertility of these conditions for hate and war thereby only 
highlights the accuracy of their representation in the plays as pre-war con- 
ditions. The analysed plays use the Heimkehrer characters’ confrontation 
with post-war society to expose these pathological traits as continuities and 
thereby create an antithesis to the propaganda’s narrative of the peaceful, 
diligent and innocent German people, whose culture and way of life was 
threatened by aggressive enemies. 

The dramaturgical strategies used to do so vary. Horvath lets his Heim- 
kehrer represent the continuity and exposes the mindset that caused the war 
by creating characters like DON JUAN and the soldiers of the Reichswehr, or 
portrays the result of being socialised in this time as in the case of SLADEK. 
Toller lets his HINKEMANN perish in the unsolvable conflict between his 
progressed post-war identity and the mindset of the society he encounters, 
which still represents all the characteristics that led to his war experience in 
the first place. Brecht creates a similar conflict between KRAGLER and the 
society he encounters upon his return, but lets him finally understand the 
consequences of the continuities he is faced with, exposing and ultimately 
rejecting them. All these different examples of inner conflicts of Heim- 
kehrerfiguren have in common that they portray a society that is dominated 
by egoism and the pursuit of one’s own interests. They thereby show that 
the characters they chose to represent these characteristics either carried 
traits that were well suited to the violent and martial nature of war, wel- 
comed the development as a chance to be exploitative or themselves ex- 
ploited, or simply fell for propaganda narratives that told them the war 
would be necessary to protect their interests. 

They are thus used to reveal that they all carry “eigene Schuld” (Toller, 
Werke 1, 230) because they accepted and even welcomed the war and did 
not rebel “als die Mine entzündet wurde von den großen Verbrechern an der 
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Welt, die Staatsmänner und Generäle genannt werden” (230), making them 
“so traurig lacherlich wie diese Zeit” (230). This last quote from the last act 
of Toller’s Der deutsche Hinkemann can stand as representative of mecha- 
nisms of de-legitimisation within the Heimkehrerdramen of the discourse. 
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The centenary years of WWI from 2014 to 2018 have prompted a revival of 
interest in the topic. The years saw commemoration ceremonies held for its 
beginning and its end, brought individual events and battles back into the 
public eye and inspired many exhibitions. These years also turned scholarly 
attention back to WWI, resulting in a number of publications in different 
disciplines.*!? But in regards to WWI literature, 2014 and the subsequent 
years have continued a tendency that has been dominating the academic 
engagement with this topic since it was established: the focus on non- 
dramatic genres. Julius Bab’s early work on war poetry, Die deutsche 
Kriegslyrik, was one of the first comprehensive works on a particular genre 
of WWI literature. This has been followed by extensive works on prose 
writings, especially the war novels that emerged in the late 1920s, as well 
as works about war correspondence, war diaries and propaganda material 
such as posters and postcards.*”° And this is certainly justified, considering 
the popularity of war novels like Ernst Jünger’s (1895-1998) In Stahlgewit- 
tern or Erich Maria Remarque’s Im Westen nichts Neues from 1928 on- 
wards and the vast number of poems and other forms of texts published in 
newspapers, journals and anthologies during the war 271 But it does raise 
the question of why the dramatic literature of WWI has so far been widely 
ignored by scholars. 

Since Walter Neumann’s Grundzüge der Technik des Heimkehrerdra- 
mas from 1936 and Heinz Schlötermann’s Das deutsche Weltkriegsdrama 


39 See for example Werber et al., Erster Weltkrieg. Kulturwissenschaftliches 
Handbuch; Hirschfeld et al., Enzyklopädie Erster Weltkrieg, Clark, The 
Sleepwalkers; Leonhard, Die Büchse der Pandora; Münkler, Der Große 
Krieg for historiographic publications. For artistic and cultural aspects of 
WWI see Schubert, Künstler im Trommelfeuer des Krieges; Frick/Schnitzler, 
Der Erste Weltkrieg im Spiegel der Künste and of course the previously 
mentioned works on the role of writers and intellectuals. 

See for example Bab, Die deutsche Kriegslyrik 1914-1918; Detering, Popu- 
läre Kriegslyrik im Ersten Weltkrieg; Erll, Gedächtnisromane; Th. Schneider, 
Von Richthofen bis Remarque; Weigel et al., Jeder Schuss ein Russ. Jeder 
Stoss ein Franzos. 

In 1920, Julius Bab estimated in regards to poetic production that at the be- 
ginning of the war as much as 50,000 poems were written daily (see Bab, 
Die deutsche Kriegslyrik, 25). 
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from 1939, no studies had been published on WWI dramatic literature as 
such until Christian Klein’s essay on Die Weltkriegsdramatik der Weimarer 
Republik in 2013. Following this came the edited volume Der Erste Welt- 
krieg in der Dramatik — deutsche und australische Perspektiven, edited by 
Klein and Franz-Josef Deiters, in 2018 and Isabell Oberle’ s Herausforde- 
rung Drama. Heldenhaftes Warten auf der Bühne am Beispiel des Ersten 
Weltkriegs in 2020. Beside these few examples, the scholarly engagement 
with WWI drama is limited to studies of individual plays and authors, in- 
cluded in edited volumes on the literary and cultural aspects of WWI at 
large.?”? 

One reason for this has certainly been the lack of accessibility to this 
corpus.* Another interesting historical reason that gaining insight espe- 
cially into the text corpus of early plays is so difficult is the initial disre- 
garding of the majority of WWI plays published during the war as of too 
poor quality to warrant attention. Whether the opinion of critics like Ihering 
and Elsner have influenced scholarly opinion or whether scholars simply 
came to the same conclusion is difficult to determine; fact is that they did. 
Julius Bab’s (1880-1955) fourth volume of Die Chronik des deutschen 
Dramas was published in 1922 and covers the years 1914 to 1918. Therein 
he claims that all plays written about the war so far remained a “belanglose 
Redensart” (Bab, Die Chronik des deutschen Dramas IV, 17). Consequent- 
ly, the subsequent volume, covering plays published prior to 1926, contin- 


322 See for example Neumann/Wimmer, Der Erste Weltkrieg auf dem deutsch- 
europäischen Literaturfeld, Burkhardt/Unger, Der Erste Weltkrieg: interdis- 
ziplindre Annäherungen. 

Another reason why large parts of the text corpus have been forgotten might 
be the fact that many of the works have been published in very small num- 
bers. For many of these publications, as little as one remaining copy exists, 
predominantly archived in the German National Library or as manuscripts 
for the stage, held only in archives and only accessible on site. This means 
that some works that might have contributed to this discourse analysis, like 
Elisabeth Miethe’s Die Russen in Ostpreußen (1916) or Georg Holzhey’s 
Der Heimat Dank an ihre Helden (1916) were not accessible. This applies in 
particular to plays published after the war like Hermann Uhlig’s (1871-1942) 
Entwurzelt (1924), Helma Stötter’s Verlorene Heimat (1928) or Walter 
Bloem’s Verdun (1929). The majority of the preserved plays have been pub- 
lished by public book publishing houses. However, there are a number of 
plays that have been published by dedicated theatre publishing houses, many 
ofthem as part of anthologies for smaller stages. The most productive pub- 
lishers in this regard were the Höflings-Verlag in Munich and the publishing 
houses G. Danner in Mühlhausen and Strauch in Leipzig, which mainly pro- 
vided material for amateur stages and youth theatre groups. 
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ued to ignore WWI drama almost entirely.’ The initial judgement of Bab, 
and he was by no means alone in his opinion, is in most cases correct in 
regards to the literary quality of the plays. Nevertheless, these plays do 
provide valuable insights into the literary and even political and social dis- 
courses of the time. While Bab and his contemporaries could not yet see 
this context, later works on the literature of the time, like that of Peter 
Sprengel or Helmuth Kiesel, seem to have accepted the initial judgement, 
despite their greater distance from their subject of study.” 

This invalidated the value of this body of texts for the understanding of 
important discourses of the times both during and after the war and as an 
influence on the better-known plays of the Weimar Republic. With regards 
to the war propaganda with its decisive narratives, the plays published dur- 
ing the war present a unique interpretation of the events that led to the out- 
break of the war and portray the conditions within Germany during the war, 
which, regardless whether written in support of or opposed to the war effort, 
remained a crucial aspect of WWI dramatic literature until it ceased to be 
produced.’ 

The Verteidigungskriegsprämisse is thereby the central argument with- 
in the represented narratives. The conviction that Germany’s neighbours 
threatened the nation’s existence and that the Kaiser and his generals had 
no other choice but to defend the fatherland and its culture is an omnipres- 
ent conviction in plays published during the war. It gained its validity 
through the sources that communicated it to the people, Emperor Wilhelm 
II and Emperor Franz Josef, who claimed to have done everything they 
could to keep the peace but were ultimately forced to call their people to 


324 Other scholars and critics like Elsner and Poensgen confirmed this impres- 
sion. 

See Sprengel, Die Geschichte der deutschsprachigen Literatur 1900-1918; 
Kiesel, Geschichte der deutschsprachigen Literatur 1918-1933. The second 
part of Sprengel’s work omits dedicated war plays in his chapter on dramatic 
literature and only briefly mentions a small number of war plays in a short 
three page section on the dramatic representation of WWI. Kiesel dedicates a 
chapter to reflections on WWI, but focusses on only a few individual play- 
wrights. Although this is due to the structure of their works, as in the case of 
Sprengel and especially Kiesel, it does represent the way in which WWI 
drama is generally represented within literary studies. 

It is of course impossible to determine exact dates. But Anton Ohorn’s Vor- 
warts mit Gott, Ludwig Thoma’s Der erste August und Rudolf Hawel’s Die 
Einberufung (1914) all engage with the narratives and all premiered as early 
as September 1914. At the other end of the spectrum is Ödön von Horvath’s 
1936 play Don Juan kommt aus dem Krieg, which was one of the last plays 
in which WWI is not part of National Socialist narratives. 
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arms. They established the foundation on which the Verteidigungskrieg 
narrative was built in a number of speeches and communiqués throughout 
the last days of July and the first days of August 1914 and thereby estab- 
lished it as the official narrative of WWI from the Central Powers’ point of 
view and used it to legitimise the countries’ involvement in the war. The 
narrative of the German Verteidigungsgemeinschaft, which propagated an 
alleged unity of all German and Austro-Hungarian people as a reaction to 
the threat the foreign aggressors posed to their survival is thereby insepara- 
ble from the Verteidigungskrieg narrative and constitutes a second crucial 
topic for WWI plays. Propaganda established this unity as the requirement 
for as well as the guarantee of victory. This promise created a context of 
meaning that legitimised all sacrifices that were demanded of the people 
and could simultaneously be used to stigmatise those who were unwilling 
to contribute or expressed a pacifist opinion as traitors who were endanger- 
ing the foundation of the German victory. 

These aspects appear in almost all the plays published during the war but 
are particularly crucial for those which propagate the discourse of legitimisa- 
tion. In the first phase, the discourse is based on the propagandistic Vertei- 
digungskrieg narrative and prompts literary representations that legitimise its 
content. The plays are often set around the 1“ of August; Ludwig Thoma 
even called one of his propagandistic plays Der Erste August, which demon- 
strates how much the plays were focused on legitimising the decision to go 
to war. The plays use national stereotypes to give credibility to the motives 
of the enemies, on the basis of which they decided to engage Germany in 
war. These stereotypes were already established in the German collective 
memory and therefore gain instant credibility upon their reactivation through 
characters like the KOSAKENOBERST in Enderling’s Ostpreußen, JEAN in Re- 
infels’ Die Rose von Gravelotte and LOSWORTH in Robert Hillmann’s Tsing- 
tau. To which enemy the plays ascribe the main guilt varies, often depending 
on their setting. To reject all responsibility for the outbreak of WWI and to 
base the alleged motivation for the enemies’ aggression on inherited cultural 
resentments appears very short-sighted for today’s reader of the plays. But it 
must not be forgotten that we have the sad advantage of knowing the conse- 
quences of the time from 1914 to 1918. For many contemporary writers, 
however, their arguments must have seemed just as legitimate as they sound 
naive today and the particular cultural and national prejudices that were used 
to create credibility for the accusations were just as wide-spread and accept- 
ed as cultural prejudices are today. 

The strategies and structures of the plays are therefore a result of the 
inner-discursive logic. They are extremely coherent within the described 
corpus of texts and essentially identical with the official propaganda narra- 
tives surrounding the outbreak of WWI, propagating the defensive charac- 
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ter of Germany’s warfare. The texts tend to assign a specific role to each of 
the main enemies, England, France and Russia. They portray Russia as the 
first and most obvious aggressor, as the East Prussia plays and, most repre- 
sentatively, Enderling’s Ostpreußen, demonstrate. According to, for exam- 
ple, Schare’s Deutsche Helden, Russia’s undiplomatic and aggressive 
actions are argued to be utilised by France, in order to get revenge for the 
loss of territory and prestige that was a result of the Franco-Prussian War. 
The plays, Schmetzer’s Deutschland und seine Feinde probably most elab- 
orately, accuse England of being the puppet master behind all this. Fearful 
of German competition in commerce and technology, England allegedly 
incites its two allies to take violent action. Its hope is that they will weaken 
Germany enough for it to cease being a threat, while England risks and in- 
vests as little as possible to then finally defeat the exhausted German ar- 
mies and so destroy its biggest economic rival. In order to expose this 
putative political and military conspiracy, the plays present the lies and ac- 
cusations with which it is allegedly covered up. 

While showing dramaturgical deficits and often poor literary quality, 
the plays’ representation of the enemies’ motives and actions create strong 
affects throughout the discourse, in order to influence the recipients emo- 
tionally, convincing them to favour the plays’ intended messages. The most 
obvious negative affects are evoked by the portrayal of the Russian brutali- 
ty and barbarianism during their invasion of East Prussia. Although not as 
obvious, the affects created by the portrayal of the French are just as strong, 
as the plays portray their opportunism to be as guilty of destroying German 
prosperity and of causing the loss of German lives as the Russian invasion. 
The same strategy is used to blame the entire set of these affects on the rep- 
resentatives of England. Because the plays accredit the role of puppet mas- 
ter to England, they are able to make it responsible for the development 
that led to the outbreak of WWI and the suffering it caused. This does by 
no means free any of the other nations of their guilt but seems to intensify 
the negative affects attributed to English characters, whenever they appear. 

As the official narrative states that defeat can only be prevented if 
Germany stands united against its enemies, the plays let their German char- 
acters show positive reactions of unity and determination and collectively, 
as well as individually, accept the sacrifices that will be necessary to save 
the fatherland. This is predominantly expressed through dialogues set in the 
characters’ homes, right before the young men are drafted or volunteer for 
service, as Treichel’s Deutscher Geist und deutsche Treue and Schare’s 
Deutsche Helden exemplify. This collective acceptance ultimately legiti- 
mises these sacrifices, while their connection to the safety of the fatherland 
embeds it into a context of meaning, all based on the acceptance of the 
propaganda narratives created in the first days of the war. 
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The plays in this phase were published prior to the end of 1915. This 
suggests that most of them, especially the ones written for small theatres 
and only published because of their success, were written during the first 
twelve months of the war. This can explain why the focus of the plays lies 
on the Verteidigungskrieg narrative itself, as well as why the sacrifices are 
often casually represented as a necessary by-product of the war. With many 
plays being set around the 1“ of August 1914, many of the sacrifices they 
refer to are yet to be made and the true magnitude of the war was not yet 
fully salient to everybody. Nevertheless, the basic tenor for their legitimisa- 
tion in later plays is already immanent. 

The plays of the second phase continue to represent the Verteidigungs- 
krieg narrative but do move away from elaborately debating the enemies’ 
role in the outbreak of the war and, as a consequence, representations of 
enemy characters become rare. It appears as if the defensive character of 
the German warfare was considered by this time to have been successfully 
established within the public the dramatic discourse, which allows the plays 
to simply reactivate it to legitimise the victims and sacrifices the war de- 
mands of the people. They do so by representing the alleged unity of the 
German people and by emphasising the danger the failure to maintain this 
unity would cause. 

By reactivating the Verteidigungskrieg narrative and the literary repre- 
sentations of the stereotypes concerning England, France and Russia that 
had been used as evidence in the first phase of the discourse, the plays also 
reactivate the affects created in this context and carry them into the second 
phase of the legitimisation discourse. Reactivated, they serve as the founda- 
tion of the legitimisation of victims, ultimately creating a demand to main- 
tain the willingness to make sacrifices until the enemies are defeated. The 
alleged existential character of the war is part of the same narrative and re- 
mains crucial for the creation of a context of meaning for the victims. 

According to this representation, all sacrifices would be in vain if Ger- 
many should not survive after all, which makes a German victory key for 
this discourse. This general perception links the legitimisation of past sacri- 
fices to the necessity for future ones. The victims of the war, who become 
an important motif in the plays, are representatives of Germany’s determi- 
nation to defend itself against the enemies’ aggression, serving as motiva- 
tion for those still fighting, but also as a manner of shaming those who are 
not contributing. 

The reference to the endangered fatherland allows authors to represent 
the victims at the Front as heroic defenders of the Heimat and to establish 
an inseparable bond between the two spheres. Simultaneously, the contri- 
bution of the Heimat becomes a central motif in plays like Die Patrioten, 
Des Vaterlandes Dank and Deutsche Volksopfer im dritten Kriegsjahre 
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alongside a large number of very short plays like the many Kriegsanleihe- 
stücke. These contributions are increasingly represented as crucial for 
Germany’s victory. The connection between Heimat and Front is defined 
as an interdependent relationship, as either sphere is only able to survive if 
its counterpart does. The soldiers need the financial, material and ideologi- 
cal contribution of the people at home in order to maintain the fight and the 
Heimat can only survive if the soldiers keep defending it on the battlefields. 
This provides a utilitarian aspect to the otherwise idealistic concept of the 
fatherland that finds its expression, for example, in the care of the people at 
home for wounded soldiers or the bereaved of the fallen. 

The plays of the second phase include a more cathartic message than 
those published at the beginning of the war. They expose the loss of faith 
and the associated loss of the willingness to make sacrifices as the greatest 
danger the German people face as the war drags on. They emphasise the 
importance of the unity of the German people in order to defend the father- 
land against a world of enemies and, similar to the plays of the first phase, 
create simple dramatic conflicts by confronting patriotic and determined 
role models with characters and behaviours deemed to lack the required 
solidarity. The characters used to represent negative characteristics are, 
however, no longer representations of the enemies, but German characters 
who fail to meet the obligations that are necessary to win the war and are, 
thus, ultimately stigmatised. 

The reasons for these individuals’ shortcomings predominantly fall into 
either one of two categories: selfishness and greed, represented for example 
by SCHOLZ and ROLLER, or loss of faith, represented by characters like 
GEORG’s mother. The former represent the moral failure to put the needs of 
the community over one’s own. The latter, frequently triggered by the 
death of a family member, demonstrate a weakness that makes the charac- 
ters stray from the right path and lose faith in the victory of the German 
people and the meaning of the sacrifices that are necessary to achieve it. In 
both cases, the plays use their antithetic character constellation, Seiffert’s 
Dennoch durch! most comprehensively, to expose and ultimately ‘correct’ 
what they detect as negative behaviour. The argumentation and actions of 
the patriotic characters are thereby created in accordance with what the 
propaganda narratives expect from the German people and essentially em- 
body the concept of the German Verteidigungsgemeinschaft, making their 
‘victory’ in the dramatic conflict of the plays ultimately a legitimisation of 
these narratives. 

When Germany failed to win the war, the foundation of the legitimisa- 
tion for its sacrifices was lost and authors searched for a new context of 
meaning for their plays. This context of meaning was increasingly derived 
from the authors’ political ideologies, especially as the consequences of the 
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war for Germany became increasingly dire. As a result, the representation 
of WWI in post-war plays like Prellwitz’ Deutschland! Deutschland! or the 
plays of Kaisenberg, Gaebel and Wohlenberg is embedded into a struggle 
for the future of the country. The war is thereby instrumentalised by the 
authors of the plays in order to promote their individual positions, and no 
longer partakes in a discourse of legitimisation. 

At the same time, plays emerged that did engage with the question of 
the legitimisation of the war. They, however, deny any legitimisation for its 
outbreak and its victims and thereby establish a discourse of de- 
legitimisation. The plays contributing to this discourse are far more hetero- 
geneous, as they process the various individual experiences of the people. 
The authors of these plays were also no longer restricted by censorship, 
which naturally promoted a variety of opinions that was not possible during 
the war. These plays continue to engage with the propaganda narratives 
that had dominated public debate between 1914 and 1918 but in turn ex- 
pose what their authors identified as the truth behind the official version of 
events. Due to its extent and the comprehensiveness with which Karl Kraus 
processed these narratives, Die letzten Tage der Menschheit is arguably the 
most representative single work of this discourse. 

Kraus’ satire creates characters who expose their own role in the out- 
break of the war. He thereby manages to unmask the prestige-driven nature 
of the monarchies and their military as well as the profit-driven nature of 
the bourgeoisie who, according to Kraus, benefitted from the war while 
remaining in the Heimat and letting others fight for as long as possible in 
order to maximise their own profit. He identifies the deterioration of lan- 
guage as the key development that made the propaganda narratives so suc- 
cessful and the press for being responsible for this. Through a synergy of 
the satirical self-exposure of his characters and the comments of his repre- 
sentation of a moral authority, the NORGLER, he lets the representatives of 
the attacked classes expose their motives and thereby de-legitimises the 
official narratives. This is supported by Kraus’ use of original material. By 
putting these documents and the affects they are meant to evoke amongst 
the public in perspective he additionally exposes the emotional manipula- 
tion of the propagandistic rallying calls that are represented in early war 
plays and de-legitimises the narratives on an affective level. 

Many of the aspects mentioned in Die letzten Tage der Menschheit are 
immanent in other plays, in a wide range of scenarios. One frequently reoc- 
curring scenario is that of the Heimkehrer. The specific situation of the 
Heimkehrer and the fact that the war experience is, by definition, inscribed 
into these characters, might explain why so many authors used this motif in 
order to reflect on the war. They appeared very early in WWI dramatic lit- 
erature but it was not until the end of the war that Heimkehrer became the 
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protagonists of plays. Within the discourse of de-legitimisation, the dra- 
matic configuration in these plays is created by the confrontation between 
the Heimkehrer and the situation they encounter upon their return to society, 
and used to expose the conditions of the society which other characters rep- 
resent. Putting the focus on the continuities exposed through these two 
arche-types of conflicts in Heimkehrerdramen demonstrates that these 
plays partake in debates about WWI to a much greater extent than has been 
acknowledged so far and that the usual research focus on their representa- 
tion of the Weimar Republic misses the chance to see them in the greater 
context of WWI. 

In plays like Der deutsche Hinkemann and Trommeln in der Nacht, the 
war experience is used as an initiator of change in the identity of the Heim- 
kehrer, while the Sladek plays and Don Juan kommt aus dem Krieg for ex- 
ample deny that the war had led to any alteration in the mindset of the 
characters. Both strategies allow the authors to expose the continuities they 
see in the post-war society and to reflect on the conditions and the mindset 
that dominated the people before the war, where the continuities they ex- 
pose began. The authors thereby de-legitimise the propaganda narratives by 
portraying the brutality, opportunism and selfishness that permeates society 
represented by the characters they create. 

Considering WWI dramatic literature in its entirety and looking beyond 
the more often analysed anti-war plays of the 1920s presents new perspec- 
tives on well-known texts like Der deutsche Hinkemann or Die letzten Tage 
der Menschheit, and brings lesser known texts of well-known authors like 
Don Juan kommt aus dem Krieg to the foreground. Connecting these plays 
more directly to the entirety of the text corpus than has so far been done 
will enable scholars to see them in the context of now forgotten texts and 
theatre productions. It can be assumed that these plays and their perfor- 
mances were known to writers like Kraus, Brecht, Toller and Horvath, con- 
sidering their knowledge of the literary and theatrical scene during and 
after the war. Re-embedding these plays into the context within which they 
were originally created can help scholarly researchers to investigate a va- 
riety of aspects imperative to WWI dramatic literature. The identification 
of the discourse of de-legitimisation within the anti-war plays of the Wei- 
mar Republic, based on the identification of the discourse of legitimisation 
in plays published during the war, for example, is a direct result of this ap- 
proach and demonstrates the potential that considering WWI dramatic liter- 
ature in a broader sense provides. 

Other areas to explore are, for example, the many sub-genres this pro- 
ject has found within WWI dramatic literature, such as the approximately 
100 dedicated children’s plays. An analysis of this body of texts can even 
provide connection points for interdisciplinary research, such as the con- 
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nection to Ernst Heinrich Bethge, Paul Matzdorf and the Arbeitsausschuss 
für Jugendpflege in the Wilhelmine Empire. The comedies, the Volksstücke 
and the many front plays are just a few other topics worth further efforts. 

Additional connection points are continuities from the representation of 
the stab-in-the-back myth in WWI plays of the early 1920s, like Kaisen- 
berg’s Vaterland from 1923, to its explicitly National Socialist representa- 
tion in plays like Herbert Schnabel’s Krakatau am 9. November 1918 
(1931). Such links are also established in regards to later NS plays, which 
either focus on particular battles like Hans Fritz von Zwehl’s Unternehmen 
Michael set during the German spring offensive of 1918 or Walter Loo- 
schen’s (1898-1975) Skaggerrak (1935), to name one of the many plays 
portraying the war at sea, or on the faith and bravery of the common front 
soldiers as in Alfred Fischer’s Front (1934) or Edwin Erich Dwinger’s 
(1898-1981) Die Namenlosen (1934). 

As the deliberations on the reasons for the homogenous nature of the 
text corpus of plays published during the war have shown, there are many 
influencing factors that led to this property, pointing to a desideratum for 
cultural historical research. The small number of plays breaking this homo- 
geneity, like Friedrich Schare’s In Siegesjubel und Todesqual and Agathe 
Doerk’s Nachtwache as well as other plays published outside Germany, can 
provide the basis for research within literary studies. 

Furthermore, the discourses of legitimisation and de-legitimisation im- 
ply connection points to aspects that derive from them. These are, for ex- 
ample, the changing views on heroism, as implied in the analysis of the 
plays of the second phase of the discourse of legitimisation, or the role of 
women, who are represented very ambiguously throughout WWI dramatic 
literature. Georg Kaiser’s Gas II (1920) for example, represents the aspect 
of war-technology, the close connection between its production and its use 
and thereby the dependency of Heimat and Front. Carl Hauptmann’s Krieg, 
written before the start of the war, is one of the earliest anti-war plays that 
includes aspects like the nation’s capitalist paradigm that would become 
specific for later war-critical plays, and Hugo von Hofmannsthal’s (1874— 
1929) Der Schwierige (1921) can be read as a Heimkehrerdrama.°”’ This 
potential demonstrates the significance of German WWI dramatic literature 
for German literature in general as well as for other disciplines and indi- 
cates how much more research remains to be conducted into the field. 


327 See for example Honold, Geburt der Ehekomödie. 
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